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Jit a meeting held on the \7th of March^ 1831, at the house of Jobs 
Smith, Esq. M* P. Grosvenor Square, to consider of the ex- 
pedienci/ of forming an Association for improving the condition 
of the labouring classes in the County of Sussex. 

John Smith, Esq. M. P. in the Chair* 

The following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to : — 

RESOLYED : 

That it appears to this meeting from information now received, 
that several Noblemen and Gentlamen are desirous of uniting so as 
to form an association, one object of which shall be to inquire into 
the situation of the labouring classes in the County of Sussex, with 
a view to the adoption of measures for their relief, and Lord Chi- 
chester, now present, reports that Lord Sheffield, and Lord Gage, 
have consented to become members of such an Association. 

W. Allen reports, that his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
has consented to become the President of such an Association. 

RESOLVED : 

That we now present, do form ourselves into a Society, to be cal- 
led the Sussex Association for improving the condition of the 
labouring classes, and that the following declaration be adopted as 
the general outline of its objects. 

The proposers of the association have observed with regret, that the 
state of the agricultural labourer in Sussex, and the adjoining Comi. 
ties has of late yes^rs been gradually deteriorating ; the extraordinary 
political circumstances of the country having induced a very gene- 
ral misapplication of the Poor^s Rate, and the adoption of a rate of 



wages inadequate to the due encouragement of provident industry, 
and too often to the necessities of life. 

The Peasant being unskilled in any mechanic art, has only his 
labour to sell, and is compelled to take market price for it. If 
one labourer will not work for what is offered, another will, and the 
consequent depression of wages is a proof that there is too much of 
the article, labour, in the market ; the obvious remedy for this, is, 
to enable the Peasant to sell, at least ^portion of his labour to him' 
self^ and this may easily be effected by procuring for him at a fair 
rent, so much Land as may employ that portion of his labour, for 
which he cannot obtain from the farmer, a remunerating price. 
This all- important remedy for the miseries now endured, is easily 
applicable in every place by the Proprietors of Land. 

The experiments which have been carried on for some years 
past on Gravely Estate, at Lindfield, near Cuckfield, Sussex, 
prove, that by allowing an acre of Land to the labourer, at a fair 
rent, and making him cultivate, one half of it in potatoes, and the 
other half in corn, proper attention being paid to the preservation 
and application of manure, he will be enabled, while earning fair 
wages from the farmer, to support his family in comfort and inde- 
pendence, and to avoid the degrading necessity of being a burthen 
to the Parish. 

Deeply impressed with the value of the labouring class to the 
community at large, and fully aware of the strong claim that it has 
to the sympathy and protection of the classes above it, and with 
the necessity that exists for inquiring more minutely than has yet 
been done into the nature of the privations and suffering of the 
peasant, with a view to propose measures for his relief by all lawful 
and practicable means, we have formed the Association for the 
accomplishment of the following object; we will endeavour to ob- 
tain correct information relative to the circumstances of the agri- 
cultural and other labourers, in the different parts of the County 
of Sussex, also details of all measures and plans which may have 
proved successful in bettering their condition in any part of the 
Kingdom* 

We will, from time to time give publicity to the information thus 
obtained by printed reports as often as a sufficient quantity of inter- 
esting matter shall have been received. 

An agent or secretary shall be hired at a suitable salary to be em- 
ployed under the direction of a committee, to obtain information, 
and give advice and assistance in different parts of the county, and 
to promote every where the allotment of Land to the Labourer, and 
to suggest such improvements in the construction and economy of 
cottages, as may conduce to the comfort and advantage of the cot- 
tager. 

The Society shall endeavour to obtain the co-operation of as many 
Gentlemen of experience and influence in the County as possible^ 



and will establish a correspondence in the different towns and villages. 

A subscription shall be immediately raised to defray the expenses 
of the agent's salary and travelling expenses, and the printing of 
the Society's Reports. 

The Society shall consist of Subscribers of One pound ^ annum 
and upwards. 

The business of the Society shall be conducted by the Committee, 
three of whom shall form a quorum for the transaction of business, 
and they shall have power to add to their number in the intervals 
between the general meetings; the sittings of the Committee shall 
be held at such times and places as may hereafter be agreed upon. 

A meeting of the members shall be annually held, at which a 
report shall be read of the state of the funds, and the progress of 
the Society for the last year. At this meeting the Committee and 
officers shall be appointed for the ensuing year: — 

RESOLVED : 

That the following Noblemen and Gentlemen, together with 
those who may give in their names, at the general meeting, do 
constitute the first members of this Association. 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. 

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK, 

EARL OF CHICHESTER, 

EARL OF SHEFFIELD, 

VISCOUNT GAGE. 

HON. H. GAGE. 

EARL OF SURREY. 

JOHN SMITH, Esq. M. P. 

JOHN ABEL SMITH, Esq. M. P. 

HERBERT CURTEIS, Esq. M. P. 

HAYWARD HAWKINS, Esq. M. P. 

JOHN HAWKINS, Esq. 

J, V, SHELLEY, Esq. M. P. 

JAMES INGRAM, Esq. 

SIR CHARLES BLUNT, Bart. 

W. ALLEN, F. R. S. 

R. BLENCOWE, Esq. 



Abstract from the Minutes of the first General Meeting of the 
Sussex Association for improving the condition of the Labouring 
classes, held in the house of John Smith, Esq. M. P* on the II th 
of June, 1831. 

RESOLVED : 

1. That this Society shall strictly confine itself to the objects 
proposed in its first prospectus, namely, the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the Sussex Peasantry by every practicable means, and 
particularly by promoting the cultivation of small allotments of land 
to the labourer, as the surest and readiest method of encouraging his 
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industry, increasing his comforts and making him independent of 
Parish Relief. 

% That a Committee be appointed for carrying the objects of 
this Society into effect, and that it consist of the following gen- 
tlemen : 

Earl of Chichester. John Abel Smith, Esq. M. P. 

Viscount Gage. R. Blencowe, Esq. 

Sir Charles Blunt, Bart. James Ingram, Esq. 

John Smith, Esq. M. P. William Allen. 

S. That this Committee be empowered immediately to hire a 
secretary for a period not exceeding six months^ to carry on the 
business of the society until a proper person be found to under- 
take the office of permanent agent. 

4. That the proceedings of this Committee for the current year 
be conducted upon the following plan : 

Through means of their Agent, and otherwise to collect the most 
valuable information that can be procured in the way of facts 
relating to cottage husbandry and cottage economy, proving 
the beneficial results which have already accrued to parishes 
and landed proprietors where the plans recommended by this 
Society have been tried. 

To publish such information in the shape of a quarterly report. 

To publish also from time to time a cheap and short tract adapted 
to the capacities of the lowest class of labourers, and calculated 
to show them the danger and misery of their present state of 
idleness and dependence, and the advantages to be derived 
from the proper application of their own industry, and that of 
their W4ves and children towards their own maintenance 
and comfort, and shewing also the best methods of cultivating 
small allotments of land as applicable to diiferent soils and 
situations, the best methods of making and preserving ma- 
nure, &c &c. ; stating also facts to shew the produce which 
land so cultivated has actually yielded. 



The Committee respectfully call the attention of all Landed 
Proprietors and Farmers in the county of Sussex, to the objects 
of the Sussex Association, and earnestly solicit their assistance and 
support in carrying them into effect. 

With this view, they lay before them the above account of their 
proceedings, and the following papers, shewing the nature of the Soci- 
ety, and such facts and arguments as they have been able to collect 
in favour of the plans which it is their wish to recommend. 



In so doing the Committee need Bcarcel j adyert to the magnitade 
or vast importance of the eyils which it is their anxioaa desire to mi- 
tigate and remove, but thej would remark, that if their views are just, 
and their plans practicable, the canse is one which every Landlord, 
every Farmer, and every Parish, should come forward to support* 

It is indeed manifest that unless their endeavours are thus gen- 
erally supported, their usefulness can be but partial, and the in- 
formation, which it Is their purpose to collect, of a very limited and 
unsatisfactory character. 

The committee therefore earnestly solicit the countenance, the aid, 
and the advice of every one that is interested in the happiness of 
the labourer, the prosperity of agriculture, and the general welfare 
of the County of Sussex. 

The committee subjoin the following letters and statements with- 
out any comment upon them, further than that they consider them 
to contain much useful imformation, and they strongly recommend 
them to the attentive perusal of all who feel an interest in this 
subject. 



GENERAL CBSES V ATI ONS, ON THE DISTRESS WHICH AT PRESENT EXISTS 
AMONG THE AGRICULTURAL POPULATION OF THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX. 

It is an opinion pretty generally entertained at the present time, 
that much of the existing distress is occasioned by an excess of 
population. 

From such an opinion I am not disposed altogether to dissent, 
but I have some papers now before me, which, while they shew that 
in many parishes, the supply of labour greatly exceeds the present 
demand, yet describe their agricultural population to^be such as, 
when compared with the number of acres in a state of cultivation, 
would by no means lead one to such a conclusion. Indeed, when 
one considers that in some of these Parishes there is land capable 
of raising food for much more than their actual population, and more- 
over that the chief cause of its present unproductiveness is an in- 
sufficient cultivation, one cannot but conclude that the evil is princi- 
pally occasioned by a mtsappUcation of means. 

I would ground this supposition upon the reported state of some 
of the distressed parishes of which I possess sufficient particulars to 
convey a general idea of the subject. 

In the parish of Hellingly* for instance, there is a population 
of about 1500 souls, and the extent of land exclusive of Wood, 
is between 4 and 5000 acres. The number of able-bodied labourers 
above the age of 18, is something under 250. Supposing there 

* Hellingly is perhaps the parish in Sussex where there is the greatest number 
* of surplus hands in proportion to the population and extent. They hare amonnt- 
cd at somd periods to between 80 and 90. 
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were 250, and that the extent of cultivated land was 4,500 acres, 
there would not be above one man to 18 acres, which does not ap- 
pear a very extravagant allowance, considering that the land under 
wood would employ a great number of these hands during the 
winter months.* 

The poor rates which amounted last year to £2,600,-1' are col- 
lected upon two thirds of the rack rent of the Parish, which by a 
recent valuation was stated to be £3,291. Suppose the actual value 
to be £4,000 ; then the land, which forms about five sevenths of 
the whole property of the parish, would be worth about £2,860, 
or would average under 10s. ^ acre. Now every body acquainted 
with the Parish, will allow that the land is not below the average 
quality, and I may therefore safely conclude that there is scarcely 
any of it for which an intelligent labourer could not afford to pay a 
rent of 20s. ^ acre, and be able to raise from it a profit of £3 or £4 
after paying Tithes and Taxes, which the experiments at Lindfield 
and in other parts of the kingdom upon inferior sdils amply demon- 
strate to be by no means a chimerical expectation. So much for 
the present unproductiveness of the land in a Parish which ex- 
pended last year £360 in labour or to unemployed labourers with- 
out any return whatever.J 

There were instances during the hard weather of the winter of 
1829 — 30, where the able-bodied labourers who were receiving 
an allowance of from 3s. to 5s. ^ week for doing nothing, were 
compelled to assemble twice a day in the church yard to obtain 
a certificate for their daily pittance. This was intended to keep 
them out of mischief, but one can scarcely conceive a system more 
calculated to nourish the worst feelings of desperate want, than 
such an unnecessary and irritating aggravation of its sufferings. It 
is however a known fact that even under more favourable circum- 
stances, and with an intelligent and active superintendant, the 

* The land in the parish of Hellingly as far as I can learn is thus distribated : — 

Arable 2,800 

Meadow 900 

Pasture 950 

Hops 70 

Woodland... 1,150 

Waste 140 

Total, 6,010 

t Exclasiye of church and high way rate which amounted to £2S0, 

X I would not here be understood to favour any scheme for subdiyiding an en- 
tire Parish into a number of small occupations, which if it had no other objection, 
would have the very important one of diminishing the number of a very useful 
and respectable class of men, the Yeomen and large Farmers. My object, is to 
shew that the distress of this very class is not so much occasioned by the redun- 
dancy of labour as by the misapplication of it. 
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surplus labour, that is, the labour employed on the parish account , 
has proved in most instances almost if not totallj unproductive. 
Now I conceive that unless the cultivation of the land in such par- 
ishes be carried to the highest possible perfection, same return under 
proper management must be obtainable. But when the fact is allowed, 
(and I confidently appeal to many experienced Fanners for confir- 
mation,) that in the parishes where labour is most superabund nt, 
the farms are in the lowest state of cultivation, the glaring mis- 
application of labour and capital Ijecomes most apparent. 

In many of these instances it has been proposed to the T^and- 
lords to advance capital to their tenants to enable them to improve 
their Farms, and where the Landlord has capital to advance, this 
may be both just and advantageous to all parties ; but I contend 
that as long as a sum of money is spent in that parish in unproductive 
labour, such sum is, or ought to be an available capital for the same 
purpose. 

Suppose a Farmer to have £^0 in his pocket, which he knows he 
can lay out to advantage in improving a piece of land, bat the 
Overseer comes and claims it in payment of rates to be laid 
out in unproductive wages. If the farmer could persuade the Over- 
seer to employ this surplus labour in effecting the desired improve- 
ments upon his piece of land, it is clear that he would get his £20 
back again with the interest, in expectation of which, he at first pro- 
posed doing the job on his own account. If the Overseer effected 
the improvement at a cost of only ^20, the other rate payers would 
be no losers, and the wealth of the Parish collectively would be in- 
creased to the amount of the return which would accrue to the 
Farmer from the improvement of his land. If as probably would 
be the case, the job cost half as much again, the Parish collectively 
would lose £10. But if the job was not done at all, it would 
lose the whole £20j with the return which it was to produce. 

If capital is laid out by the Overseer in unproductive labour 
in the same Parish, where capital is wanted by the Farmer to 
be laid out in productive labour, one need be no conjurer to see 
why agricultural prosperity is so rapidly declining. 

My own opinion is, that this anomalous and distressing state of 
things is nothing but a natural consequence of the present system of 
parochial relief^ and one which must always occur under the slight* 
est increase of population, or the slightest decrease in the price of 
agricultural produce. The fact is, that the relief given to able- 
bodied labourers, while it tends to lower the rate of wages paid to 
the industrious, transfers a part of the Farmer's capital, or what may 
be termed the labour fund, from its natural and wholesome course, 
the payment of free labour to that of compulsory labour, which 
must always be less productive.* For the price of labour will 

* I am therefore fearful that any leg^latiye act for regulatingf and equalizing 
the burden of compulsory labour, ^inll tend to perpetuate a system in itself un- 
natural and mischievous. 
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always be regulated by the demand, and the demand by the roeani 
of paying for it. The more therefore is drawn from the Farmer in 
payment of relief, or for compulsory labour, the less will be his 
means, and consequently the less his demand for free labour, and 
therefore the lower the rate of wages for his other workmen. The 
natural result will be, that the quantum of compulsory and un- 
productive labour will go on progressively increasing in the same 
ratio in which the means of paying for free labour declines, and 
the parish in the same ratio will be progressively decreasing in 
wealth until its whole produce becomes insufficient to support 
its population. 

It may be here objected that I am mistaking the cause for the 
effect, and that after all, the distress is solely occasioned by the 
low prices. But in point of fact, though the low prices may have been 
the first impulse which set the machine in motion, yet its pre- 
sent destructiveness may more fairly be attributed to defects inhe- 
rent in the system, to which defects I cannot help thinking in 
most instances a practicable remedy may be applied. 

Emigration, the natural and therefore the most wholesome cure 
for a superabundant population, can only in a negative sense be said 
to increase the demand for labour, because the cost at which it 
is effected, must tend in the first instance to diminish the fund from 
which labour is paid. Unless therefore labour can be n6 lopger ren- 
dered productive, emigration can scarcely be considered as a measure 
of economy. I am convinced however that to a certain extent, (I 
mtan as to expense,) emigration will prove exceedingly advantage- 
ous in many different ways. 

I would however recommend to most of the distressed parishes in 
the County of Sussex as a cheaper and more immediate remedy, the 
speedy adoption of some measure for increasing the demand for 
labour by increasing the productiveness of the Land, which may, I 
think, be done in two ways without going oiit of the Parish for 
assistance. 

The first which I would recommend is to allow every labourer, 
so disposed, to take an acre of land, at the rent now paid by the 
farmer.* If these acres are properly cultivated by the spade on any 
soil, that is not decidedly boggy or wet, they will yield an average 
produce of not less than ^10, and thus each acre will contribute 
£lO to the labour fund, deducting only the rent and taxes, and 
the expense of purchasing manure, which latter, might by proper 
management be avoided. 

As I trust that the Sussex Association will prove that such re- 
turn may be expected from spade husbandry, I shall say nothing 

• In some instances perhaps half an acre would be more desirable, but in others 
I would g^o as far as three acres. 
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here id proof of it. I will only say that there are few acres cnlti- 
vated in the asaal way that now yield half that return to the wealth 
of the parish. 

We will suppose 50 average acres in the above mentioned parish 
of Hellingty to be thas cultivated, and that a rent of 13s. fp* acre 
and 12s. more in rates and taxes are paid to the parish or proprietor^ 
which is quite as much as such acres now pay. These 50 acres 
at present barely furnish wages for two regular labourers, say J^80. 
Under the proposed system they would furnish £500 — £6^ 10s., or 
J^437 10s., and would thus increase the labour fund to the amount 
of £437 10s.— £80, or £357 10s., about the sum now wasted 
in unproductive labour. I think it is clear that such i^enerally 
would be the result, because, provided these acres are cultivated 
by manual labour, whether by the occupier or another parishioner, 
the £437 10s. will be equally a return for labour, and may be 
considered as wages whether it be in money or food. 

The other method which I would recommend is that the parish 
should itself hire land to be cultivated upon the same plan by the 
spade, paying the men of course by the piece. The only difference 
would be that the men would work better for themselves than for 
another, and that in the last instance, the Parish would have the 
additional outlay of manure, which in the former might be entirely 
saved to the labourers, by keeping a couple of pigs, and following the 
directions given in Mr. Allen's Colonies at Home for carefully 
collecting and saving every species of manure. 

It may appear from these statements that in my opinion small 
occupations are more productive than large ones, but this certainly 
ought not to be the case, excepting when as in the present instance 
the mal-administration of the Poor Laws or perhaps some other 
circumstances have rendered the price of labour unnaturally low 
and the other out-goings of a large farm unnaturally high. 

So much has been already written upon the moral advantages 
which have invariably attended the occupation of portions of land 
by the labourers, that I- shall only add my earnest recommendation 
to every country gentlemen and farmer who has the good of his 
country at heart, to lose no time in trying the experiment. 

C. 



To the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Association for improving 
the condition of the labouring classes ^ in the County of Sussex. 

Permit me to introduce to yoiir notice the result of some exper- 
iments made since the year 1825, with a view to the relief of the 
agricultural labourer in the parish of Lindfield, in conjunctioR with 
my worthy and honoured friend, John Smith, M. P. and princi- 
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pally upon his Estate at Gravely ; also to accompany them with 
a few remarks, suggested by the nature of the case. 

The existence of extreme poverty and misery, in a large portion 
of a civilized Country like England, is surely a loud call upon the 
more favoured classes of the Community to inquire diligently into 
the cause, and to employ their utmost efforts to remove it. 

My object is, not the distress arising from crime, or that proceed- 
ing from want of health, or from accidental causes, preventing 
the exertion of the natural powers in procuring what is necessary 
for human support, but merely the distress arising from poverty. 

To every human being, food, raiment, and shelter, are indis- 
pensable ; they must be had, either by a man's own exertions, or 
by his giving an equivalent to persons who will procure them for 
him, that is, he must buy their labour. 

Human food, and human clothing, are obtained from the pro- 
ducts of the Earth ; they are as essentially necessary for the rich 
as for the poor, the rich may purchase, the poor must labour for 
them, and as these indispensable articles can only be obtained by 
labour, the rich man is absolutely dependent upon the poor ; and 
it is the duty and interest of the rich man, to see that his labourers 
are employed in such a manner, as will secure to them a comfortable 
subsistence, without the necessity of applying to the Parish, and 
that at the same time their moral improvement is promoted by 
the establishment of schools. Unless these two important objects 
are attended to^ their minds will become depraved, and they will 
be tempted to supply their necessities by all the means in their 
power, regardless of the arrangements made for public security. 
The deplorable effects of this state of things are often pourtrayed 
upon the very countenances of the Poor. 

They who are not born with an income from property, accu- 
mulated by their ancestors, must either till the ground, and rear 
cattle, or do something so useful to the community, as that they 
may receive a remuneration for it, which will enable them to pur- 
chase of the man who tills the ground, (for to him every one must 
ultimately come,) the articles of daily necessity ; but if a man have 
no skill in any particular art or manufacture, nor any independent 
income, he falls naturally into the class of the agricultural labourer. 
If he were in a state of nature, the Earth would be free before him, 
and he might fix upon any part of it to cultivate for his support ; 
but in civilized Countries, it is all appropriated and parcelled out 
in the hands of Proprietors ; but still, as the Proprietors cannot cul- 
tivate more than a very small portion with their own hands, they are 
under the necessity of purchasing labour from those who have it to 
sell, and they will naturally endeavour to buy it at the lowest price. 
Whenever the number of sellers is great, the prices they can obtain 
will be low, and in many parts of England, and in great part of Ire- 
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land, it is so low, as not to afford the laboorer the means of 
purchasing the necessaries of life ; hence severe privations and dis- 
tresses which the other classes of the commnnitj are called upon 
to provide for in the form of Poor's rates; and hence it happens, that 
able-bodied men are brooght to the degrading necessity of sobsisting 
in part upon public charitj. 

Reflecting upon this unnatural state of things, and finding from 
the results of experiment, that any able-bodied man would be able 
to produce by his labour much more from the soil than would be 
necessary to support himself and family, it appeared plain to me 
that a remedy might easily be found for this enormous evil. I have 
accordingly occupied myself for several years past, in ascertaining 
by experiments of my own, and by information derived from the re- 
sults of the experiments of others, the quantity of food required to 
maintain cattle, and the quantity of food for man and beast obtaina- 
ble by different methods, from a given surface of the earth, and I 
am now satisfied, that it is in the power of Benevolent Landholders, 
almost to annihilate the Poor's rates, and at the same time increase 
the annual income from their Estates. 

Haying prosecuted my experiments on a small scale in the neigh- 
bonriiood of London, prior to the year 1825, I began to form an 
Establishment at Lind field, near Cuckfield, in Sussex, where I 
bought a few acres of Land, and erected buildings for a school of 
agriculture for Boys, a Girls school, and an Infant school, being con- 
vinced that attempts to better the condition of the Poor ought al- 
ways to be connected with the means of enlightening their minds, 
and of teaching them their duties to Grod, and to man* Four acres of 
Land are allotted in gardens, of about an eighth cf an acre each, foi 
the elder Boys, which they are taught to cultivate upon the spade 
husbandry system, in those things which I have found to yield the 
most abundant and profitable crops, and they receive an adequate 
remuneration for their labour. 

The total daily attendance in the schools is variable, but it fluctuates 
according to the weather, and the season, from 130, to 170 ; some- 
times more and sometimes less. The children in a family in agricul- 
tural districts, cannot be all spared at a time, they are wanted to 
work for their Parents, and often in times when there is a press of 
country work, they are hired out for a day or two, hence the num- 
ber on the books, and actually receiving the benefit of education, is, 

Boys 97 

Girls 71 

Infants 87 

Total, 255 
The children learn Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic in the morn- 
ings, and in the afternoon, works of industry. Some of the Boys 
are employed in the Gardens, others in plaiting of Straw, in Tailoring, 
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or making of Shoes, and some in assisting the Printer. There are four 
Looms for weaving linen, a Printing Press, and spinning wheels for 
flax and wool. The girls are taught needle- work, straw plait, spin- 
ning, knitting, &c. ; the straw plait is also introduced into the Infant 
School. The Schools in other respects are conducted on the liberal 
principles of the British and Foreign School Society. The influence 
of these Schools upon the habits and manners of the children, is very 
striking, and gratifying, and may extend two miles every way 
from them, over 16 square miles of Country. Some of the children 
come from a distance of more than 3 miles to the Schools of Indus- 
try at Lindfield. A Library is attached to the schools, and the 
books are lent out under certain regulations to the scholars and 
cottagers. 

It appearing to be a matter of great importance that the Poor 
should be visited at their own Cottages, the Lindfield Benevolent 
Society was formed, and the surrounding Country within a conveni- 
ent distance, is divided into districts, to each of which a sub-com- 
mittee is appointed. These districts are called over at the meetings 
of the Committee, and Reports of the sub-committees are received. 
Such Societies ought to be formed whenever a sufficient number 
of Benevolent Persons can be found to undertake the kind office 
of Visitors. 

Soon after the establishment of the Schools, my worthy Friend 
John Smith, m. p. purchased the Estate of Gravely, consisting of 
100 Acres within sight of the Schools, and entering warmly into 
all my plans, he has built Cottages, and enabled me to lay out 
the Land so, that there are now 14 Cottages for labourers, with 
not less than an acre and a quarter of Land to each Cottage. Land 
is the great object, and it is of little use, indeed, often injurious 
to build Cottages without Land annexed to them. These Cottagers 
in general earn usual wages from the Farmers, or support them- 
selves by Country work. There are beside these, 6 small Farms, 
of from 5 to 6 Acres, with a comfortable Cottage upon each. In this 
case a man may sell all his labour to himself, and while he pays 
a satisfactory rent to the Proprietor, may support his family in great 
respectability and comfort. My Friend Smith, built also a Cottage 
upon Gravely Estate, for me, which I rent of him, and reside there 
when at Lindfield. 

We have now had some experience of the working of these plans, 
and notwithstanding the strong prejudices and opposition we have 
had to encounter, the result is highly cheering. It is true that our 
success would have been still more complete if we could have pre- 
vailed upon the labourers to adopt the plans exactly as we re- 
commended them, but it is exceedingly difficult to convince 
those whose characters and intellects have for a long time been 
gradually deteriorating under the baneful influence of the present 
■ystem of idleness and want, that one's views regarding them can b« 
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disinterested. Still enough has been done in the instance of the first six 
laboarers' allotments, to shew what may be produced by a single acre 
of land when cultivated, half in com, and half in Potatoes. The 
results would have been still more striking if the Cottagers had con- 
trived as they might have done, to save manure enough, without buy« 
ing any, and had more generally used the spade ; but the following 
statement will, we think, prove that the quantity of Land here given, 
should prevent any such Cottagers from becoming burdensome to 
the Parish except in extreme cases. 

The first 6 Cottages with an acre and a quarter of Land, have 
had the experience of four Harvests, viz. 1827, 1828, 1829, and 1830, 
three of which were bad, or at least unfavourable seasons, and to ren- 
der the thing more complete, I shall confine myself at present to the 
products of the single acre. Much of the money paid for labour might 
have been spared, as well as that for seed Potatoes, if the eyes and a 
small part of the root only, had been planted. 

No. 1. COTTAGE, Single Acre. 

JAMES MARCHANT, Tbhaitt, 1827. 



Paid for labour, &c. 


16 





10 B. Wheat, 


3 10 





Rent of Acre, 


1 10 





15 Trasses Straw, 


12 


6 


1 Bushel Seed Wheat, 


8 


6 


60 B. Pototoes, Is. 3d. 


3 15 





8 B. Seed Potatoefli Is. 6d. 


12 











Net produce, 


4 11 












7 17 6 7 17 6 



JAMES MARCHANT, Tenant, 18S8. 

Paid for labour, &e. 1 10 18 B. Oats. 28. 6d. 2 5 

Rent of acre, 1 10 28 Trusses Straw. 8d. 18 8 

10 B. Seed Potatoes, 12 6 130 B. Pototoes. Is. 6 10 

3 B. Seed Oats 9 

Ket produce. 5 12 2 



9 13 8 9 13 8 



JOHN GASTON, Tenant, 1829. 



Paid for labour. &e. 


'2 2 


26 B. Oats. 3s. 


3 18 





Rent. 


1 10 


31 T. Straw, 9d. 


1 3 


3 


10 B. Seed Potetoes. 


12 6 


115 B. Potatoes, Is. Id. 


6 4 


7 


Manure bought. 
2i B. Seed Oats. 


10 








7 6 








Net produce* 


5 13 10 









11 5 10 11 5 10 



16 



JOHN GASTON, Tbwant, 18S0, 



Paid for Labour. 


2 12 6 


S6 B. Oats 28. 6d. 


3 11 


6 


Rent. 


1 10 


49 Trusses Straw 8d, 


1 6 


8 


3 B. Seed Oats. 


9 


145 B. Potatoes Is. 


7 6 





9 B, Seed Potatoes. 


9 9 








1 Load Manure. 


4 








Net Produce. 


9 17 11 









12 3 2 



18 3 2 



1827, 

1828, 
1829, 
1830, 



4 II 

5 12 2 

5 13 10 

6 17 11 

4)22 14 11 



Average of 4 years, 5 13 8 or 2s. 2d, ^ week. 

The labour paid for was a benefit to the Parish. 



No. 2. COTTAGE, Single Acre. 
BENJAMIN BROOKER, Tenant,* 1827. 



Paid for labour, &c. 
Rent. 

Manure bought. 
10 B. Seed Potatoes. 
1 B. & 1 Peck Seed Wheat. 
Net Produce, 



1 11 

I 10 

1 

10 

9 



6 







11 B. of Wheat, at 7s. 
28 Trusses of Straw, 
130 B. Potatoes, Is. 



6 9 10 
11 10 4 



BENJAMIN BROOKER, Tsnant, 1828. 



Paid for Labour, &c. 


1 14 





21 B. Oats, 


9 Loads Manure, 4s« 


1 16 





30 Trusses of Straw, 


3 B. Seed Oats, 3s. 


9 





163 B. Potatoes, Is. 


Rent, 


1 10 







10 B. Seed Potatoes, 


12 


6 




Net produce, 


6 4 


6 





12 6 



BENJAMIN BROOKER, Tenant, 1829. 



Paid for Labour, 
Rent of Acre, 
Manure bought, &c. 
10 B. Seed Potatoes, 
Net produce. 



2 
1 
1 



15 

10 

7 

10 
11 



6 



4 



28 B. Oats, 38. 
32 Trusses Straw, 9d. 
125 B. Potatoes, Is. 2d. 



12 13 10 



3 

1 
6 


17 

3 

10 




4 



11 


10 


4 


3 

1 
8 


3 

3 







12 


6 





4 
1 

7 


4 
4 
5 






10 


12 13 10 



17 



BENJAMIN BROOKER, Tbnakt, 1880. 



Paid for Labour, 


2 








25 B. Oats, 2s. 6d. 


Rent of Acre, 


1 


10 





30 Trasses Straw, 


10 B. Seed Potatoes, 




15 





108 B. Fototocs, Is. 


3 B. Seed Oats, 




9 







Net Produce, 


5 


2 


6 





9 16 6 



3 8 
1 
5 8 


€ 





9 16 


6 



1827, 
1828, 
1829, 
1830, 



Average of 4 years, 



6 9 10 

6 4 6 

6 11 4 

5 2 6 

4)24 8 S 

6 2 or 2s. 4d. V week. 



No. 


3. 


COTTAGE, SiKOLE Acrb. 








WILLIAM BADE, Tenant* 1827, 






JPaid for Labour, 
Kent of Acre, 

I B. Seed Wheat, 
Manure and Carting, 

II B. Seed Poiatoei, 
Net produce, 




1 17 6 B. of Wheat, 
1 10 13 Trusses Straw, 

8 151 B, of Potatoes, It. 
8 
11 
3 14 10 


1 10 

10 

7 11 




10 





10 10 



10 10 



WILLIAM BADE, Tbnant, 1828. 



Paid for Labour, 


8 





40 B. Oats, 38. 


6 





Manure boufpht. 


2 5 





47 Trusses Straw, 


1 11 


4 


4 B. Seed Oats, 


18 





80 B. Potatoes, Is. 


4 





8 B. Seed Potatoes, 


18 











Reat of Acre, 


1 10 











Net produce, 


4 18 


4 









11 11 4 



11 II 4 



WILLUM EADE, Tsnant, 1829. 



Paid for Labour, 


8 16 8 


80 B. Oats, 3s, 


3 





Manure bought. 


1 18 


80 Trasses Straw, 


15 





Rent of Acre, 


1 10 


180 B. Potatoes, Is. 3d. 


7 10 





11 B. Seed Potatoes, 


11 








H B. Seed Oats, 


5 








Net produce. 


4 10 10 









11 5 



11 5 



18 



Paid for Labour, 
Rent for Acre, 
Manure &c. 
4 B. Seed Oats, 
6 B, Seed Potatoei. 
Net prodncey 



WILUAM :EADE, Tehaut, 1«S0. 



Sold hU crop of Oat^, 
60 B. Potatoes, 



1 


2 





1 


10 





1 


2 







12 







6 





4 


8 






9 



6 
3 



9 



1827, 
1828, 
1829, 
1830, 



3 14 10 

4 12 4 
4 10 10 
4 8 

4;i7 6 



Average of 4 years. 



4 (5 6 or Is. 8d. ^ week. 



No. 4 COTTAGE, Single Acre. 



THOMAS BROOKER, Tenant, 1827. 



Paid for Labour, 
Rent 'Of Acre, 
Manure &c. 
10 B, Seed Potatoes, 
2 B. Seed Barley, 
Net produce, 



3 
1 
1 



4 
10 

8 
15 
12 
13 



1 
6 




3 



11 2 4 



16 B. 'Barley 48. 
20 Trusses Straw, 
145 B. Potatoes, 



3 4 

13 4 

7 5 



11 2 4 



THOMAS BROOKER, Tewant, 1828. 

28 B. Oats 2s. 6d. 
32 Trusses of Straw, 
1175 B. Potatoes Is. 



Paid for Labour, 


1 19 


6 


Rent of Acre, 


1 10 





Manure bought &c. 


1 13 





3i B, Seed Oats, 


10 


6 


10 B. Seed Potatoes Is. 3d. 


12 


6 


Net produce. 


6 19 


10 



13 5 4 



3 10 
10 4 
« 15 



13 5 4 



THOMAS BROOKER, Tbnaht, 1829. 



Paid for Labour, 
Rent of Acre, 
Manure bought &c» 
10 B. Seed Potatoes, 
4 B. Seed Oats, 
Net. produce. 



2 14 7 

1 10 

1 4 

10 

12. 

7 11 6 

14 2 1 



36 B. Oats 3s. 

40 Trusses Straw, 
133 B. Potatoes, Is. Id, 



5 8 
1 10 
7 4 1 



14 8 1 



19 



THOMAS BROOKBR, Tbtamt, 1880. 



Paid for Labour, 
Rent of Acre, 
6 B. Seed Oats, 
Net produce. 



19 

1 10 

18 

4 6 2 

8 3 2 



46 B. Oats, 

55 TmsMS Straw, 



6 6 6 
1 16 8 



man in tlie p rospect 
of being remored to a better •— 
sttoation deriated from the 8 
plan, and sowed the whole ^ 
of his Acre with Oati, bat he 
solTered for it in the resoH* 



3 2 



1827, 
1828, 
18S9, 
1890, 



8 13 3 

6 19 10 

7 11 6 
4 6 2 

4)28 10 9 



Average of 4 years, 5 12 7 or 2s. 2d, V week 



No. 5. COTTAGE, Single Acre, 
WIIXIAM GASTON, TxNajrr, 1827. 



Valuation on coming in, in 

Manure &c. 5 

Paid for Labour, 19 6 

Rent of Acre, 1 10 

Net produce, 2 12 6 



19 B. Oats, 3s. 
24 Trusses of Straw, 8d, 
129 B. Potatoes, Is. 





10 2 


WILLIAM CAST 

Paid for labour, &c. 14 
I^ntofAcre. 1 10 
Manure bought. 17 6 
10 B. Seed Potatoes. 12 6 
3 B. Seed Oato, Is. 3d. 9 
Net Produce, 7 16 4 


• 


12 8 4 


WILLIAM QASTi 

Paid for Labour, 1 .6 
Rent of Acre, 1 10 
3 B. of Seed Oats. 10 
10 B. Seed Potatoes, 13 
Net produce, 6 12 10 




10 11 10 



22 B. of Oato. 
35 Trusses of Straw, 
160 B. Potatoes, Is. 



28 B. Oato, 
2 B. 1 Peck Tail do. 
36 Trusses Straw, 
80 B. Potatoes, Is. 2d. 



2 17 

16 

6 9 



10 2 



3 5 
1 3 4 
8 



12 8 4 



4 4 

4 6 

1 10 

4 13 4 



10 11 10 



20 



Paid ftnr Labour. 


1 





Rent of Acre 


1 10 





3 B. Seed Oats. 


9 





10 B. Seed Potatoes^ 


10 





Manure. 


9 





^et Produce. 


5 4 


6 



WILLIAM GASTON, Tenant, I8S0, 



27 B. Oats 28. 6d. 
30 Trusses Straw, 
89 B. Potatoes Is. 



9 2 6 



3 18 « 
10 

4 9 



9 2 6 



1827, 
T828, 
1829, 
1830, 



2 12 6 
7 15 4 
6 12 10 
5 4 6 

4;22 5 2 



Average of 4 years, 5 11 3 or 2s. Id. ^ week 

No. 6. COTTAGE, Single Acre. 
EDWARD COOKE, Tenant, 1827. 



Paid for labour, &c. 19 

Rent of Acre, 1 10 

2 B. Seed Barley, 68. 12 

12 B. Seed Potatoes, Is. 6d. 18 

Net produce, 8.5 8 

6 14 8 



7 B. Barley, 4s. 
10 Trusses Straw, 
lOO B. Potatoes, Is. 



Paid for labour, &c. 
Manure bought* 
Rent of acre, 
17 B. Seed Potatoes, 

4 B. Seed Oats, 
Net produce. 



EDWARD COOKE, Tenant, 1828, 

36 B. Oats. 2s. 6d. 
48 Trusses Straw» 8d. 
120 B. Potatoes. Is. 



1 19 


6 


1 





1 10 





1 I 


3 


11 





6 


3 


12 2 






1 8 

6 

5 




8 



6 14 


8 


4 10 
1 12 
6 








12 2 



EDWARD COOKE, Tenant, 1829. 



Paid for labour. 
Rent of Acre, 
12 B. Seed Potatoes, 
8 B. Seed Oats, 
Net produce, 



1 10 

1 10 

15 

10 

4 10 10 


22 B. Oats. 3s. 
22 Trusses Straw, 
80 B. Potatoes, Is. 2d. 


3 6 
16 

4 13 



6 

4 


8 15 10 


8 15 


10 



21 

EDWARD COOKB, TsirAirT, 1S90. 

Rent of Acre, I 10 86 B. of Oati, 2i. 6d. 3 5 

No labour hired, as the man 31 Tmueii Straw, 10 8 

kept a horse this year. 93 B, of Potatoes, Is, 4 13 

18 B. Seed Potatoes, 12 

3 B. Seed Oats, 9 

Net produce, 6 7 8 



8 18 8 8 18 8 



1887, 8 6 8 

1888, 6 3 

1889, 4 10 10 

1830 6 7 8 



4;i9 4 6 



ATorage of 4 years, 4 16 1 or Is. 10« ^ week. 
Gain ^ week, general Average. 

COTTAGERS. 

No. 1. J. Marchant, and J.Gaston, 8 2 

• — 8. Benjamin Brooker 8 4 

— 3. William Bade 1 8 

— 4. Thomas Brooker 8 8 

— 5. William Gaston 2 1 

— 6. Edward Cooke 110 

6;i8 3 
Average, 8 shillings ^ week. 

Hence it appears that on the general average 2s. ^ week, all th« 
year round has been gained from the single acre under all the 
disadvantages attending a first experiment and unfavourable seasons, 
rent and all expenses having been paid ; but I am convinced that 
if tlie Cottagers were to exert themselves as they easily might in 
saving manure and making the most of their time, they might 
have a clear profit of 3s. ^ week, or more from their single acre. 
All the above Cottagers, have 40 rods of garden-ground, and 
derive a profit from pigs. 

Twelve out of the 14 Cottages are built of brick and are slated. 
Some of them have a Cow-house, and several out-houses icmd conve- 
niences, making the whole Rent of the acre of Land, and quar« 
ter of an acre for garden, something under 4s. ^ week. It may 
be said, that these Cottages are more costly than necessary for the 
agricultural labourer, and that three sleeping rooms, a sitting room, 
pantry, privy, and pigsty e, are all that are absolutely required for 
him ; and indeed we have built the last Cottage upon that plan — it 
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has substantial clay walls, and is covered with thatch ; and as it does 
not cost much more than half the money of those in brick and slate, 
we find that such may be let to advantage, together with an acre 
and a quarter of land, for 2s. 6d. ^ week ; and we have seen that a 
single acre of land even when not managed in the best possible way, 
has been made to bring in more than 2s. ^ week. 

Edward Constable, Builder, at Lindfield, will engage to build 
by contract, any number of Labourer's Cottages such as those 
just described, with suitable drains, stoves, sink, and manure pits, 
for £70 each. 

The wages of the Farmer's labourer, whether married or single, 
ought not to be less than 2s. ^ day. If he were furnished 
with a Cottage and land as proposed, at 28. 6d. ^ week, and were 
industrious and sober, he need pay very little for additional labour 
to cultivate his acre and garden, and with due attention to collecting 
of bones, dead leaVes, and weeds, and mixing them with a little 
hot lime, and the dung and fluid from his manure pit, in a hole 4 
yards long, 2 yards broad, and 2 yards deep, he might in the course 
of the year obtain enough to manure very highly half an acre for 
Potatoes, and have sufficient to spare for his garden. I have found 
that by proper attention it is easy to obtain 2 bushels of Potatoes 
on every rod of ground, even when it has been uuder the average 
quality ; I have at times reaped much more. The corn and straw 
from half an acre will be worth on an average more than £4 lOs. 
Supposing then that the labourer paid 20s. in the course of the year 
for help, let us see how the account would stand : — 

£. 8. d. 
52 weeks rent of Cottage and Land 2s. 6d. 6 10 

Hired labour in aid 1 

Taxes 10 

12 Eiushels S^ed Potatoes, Is. 2d. 14 

3 Bushels Seed Oats, Ss 9 

9 3 

SUPPOSEb PRODUCE. 

if only 1| Bushel ^ Rod, 120, Is 6 

Produce of half an acre Corn ..^ 4 10 

Produce of garden in 2 pigs fattened, — 

estimated profit 3 17 

14 7 



5 4 



Thin Would give him 28. ^ week in addition to his 128., and 
such a man need nc^ver apply for Parish relief bat in rare cases of 
peculiar pressure. 



The moral effects of sach a plan, which it is ia the power of 
every Gentleman in every Parish who holds land to assist in carry- 
ing into effect are qaite incalcalable. The poor laboorer instead 
of being ground down to the class of a panper and driven to poach- 
ing and stealing, would be famished with an object, — he woald 
be secure of food and clothing by his own honest exertion, — his land 
would every year become more and more productive, — he woold be 
able to put 2s. ^ week into the Saving's Bank, and gradnally pro- 
vide against sickness and old age* He might also be able to pay 
2d. or 3d. ^ week to place his children at school, and thns without 
any sacrifice on the part of the rich, they might, by promoting the 
views and objects of the Sussex Association, have the happiness of 
seeing an honest, moral, and independant Peasantry growing ap 
around them, and thus contributing to the security and prosperity 
of the community at large, while the burthen of the Poor^s rate in 
such districts would be nearly taken off. 

It may appear desirable, that a Labourer should be enabled to 
keep a Cow. This upon good Land well manured, and with certain 
kinds of Crops, I have found may be done upon half an acre. A 
Cow requires on an average 100 pounds weight of green food during 
S4 hours; some kinds of food are however more nourishing than 
others. The following are the Results of Experiments made to 
ascertain the weight of food to be obtained from a given quantity 
of Land, — ^say one square Rod or Perch. 

GREEN FOOD. ^ Rod. 

Grasses, (Artificial) by the use of top dressing and fluid 
manure, may be made to yield at different cuttings 
during the season, 400 

Yellow Beet Leaves 400 

The leaves of the variety called Mangel Worsel are injarioas if 
given in too great quantity. 

Cabbage, planted 144 in a Rod, towards of, 500 

Tares 200 

Chiccory, is excellent for Pigs, and may be made to yield, 300 

WINTER FOOD. 

Potatoes, 60ft to the Bushel, say, 2f Bushels, 150 

Yellow, or white Beet roots 300 

Turnips, 144 plants in a Rod 300 

Carrots 200 

Parsnips 200 

A Cow would eat about bQ^ of Roots ^ day during the 
180 days of Winter, and about 7% of Hay and 7ft of Oat straw. 

I find that Cows give on an average* 2000 Quarts of milk in the 
year. 

The above quantities of food cannot be procured upon poor Land 
without a great deal of manure, bat with persevering industry 
they may even be exceeded. 
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If instead of taking the products ^ Rod which have been ac- 
tually obtained under good management, we onlj calculate upon 
half, and saj that a Rod of ground will onl j produce 200 pounds 
of green food instead of four or five hundred, and 1 50 pounds of 
Roots instead of 300, we can easily find the quantity of Land 
necessary to keep a Cow. 

Green food for 185 days of Summer, at lOOit ^ day, 18,500, 
18,500 pounds at 200 ^ Rod, is 92 Rods. 

Roots, for 180 days of Winter, at 56 ^ day 10,080, 

10,080 pounds at 150 ^ Rod, is 66 Rods, making the amount 
158 Rods, or almost exactly one acre. 

As a Cow is dry part of the year, it would answer a good pur- 
pose if 8 Cottagers who lived near each other, would agree 
to have two Cows among them, and divide the milk; each might 
furnish his daily proportion of green food in summer, and roots 
in Winter, and receive his share of milk and manure ; or where 
it is possible, sixteen families may unite together and form a 
kind of benefit club, upon the plan for which I have already pre- 
pared, by allotting four acres of ground, to be entered upon after the 
ensuing harvest. The association will be termed the Independent 
Cottagers of Lindfield and the following will be the terms of mem- 
bership, to which every Person admitted is to subscribe. 

We the undersigned do form ourselves into a Society under the 
name of the Independent Cottagers of Lindfield, subject to the fol- 
lowing rules and regulations. 

1. To observe strictly moral conduct. 

% To cultivate the garden with which we may be intrusted in 
the manner that shall be prescribed. To underlet no part of it, 
nor to damage any shrubs, or trees, or remove them without 
leave, and to keep the land manured to the satisfaction of the 
Proprietor. 

3. To send all our children who may be of a suitable age to the 
Schools of Industry, unless a satisfactory reason why they 
should not attend be given. 

4. To observe the bye laws which may be agreed to by the 
majority. 

5. The society shall consist of ordinary, and honorary members. 

6. The ordinary members shall alone be entitled to any profit 
from the Society, and shall subscribe six-pence ^ week to the 
fund, which shall entitle them to one share. 

7. The honorary members shall be proposed and elected at the 
Society's meetings. They will subscribe not less than six- 
pence ^ week. They may be present and vote at all meet- 
ings, but shall receive no emolument, nor have any interest in 
the stock. 

8* The Society shall meet about once in the current month, at 
seven o'Clock in the evening, to consult upon the business of 
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the Societj ; these meetings shall never be held at a Pablic 
House. Regular minates and accoont books shall be kept, and 
laid upon the Table at every meeting, for the inspection of any 
member who may choose to examine them. 

9. If any difference shall arise, the question shall be settled by a 
majority of those present. The Treasurer of the Benevolent 
Society of Lindfield, shall be the Chairman, when he is pres- 
ent, and in cases of equality of votes, shall have the casting vote. 

10. All diffierences which at any time may arise between any of 
the members shall be settled by arbitrators, to be chosen from 
among them. Each party is to choose an arbitrator, and If 
these two cannot agree upon the decision, they are to choose 
an umpire, and shall give their award in writing within 20 days 
after the parties shall have been fairly and fully heard, this 
award shall be binding. Honorary, as well as ordinary mem- 
bers may be made arbitrators. 

11. Cows shall be kept in the proportion of one cow to every four 
families. The milk after having been once skimmed for But* 
ter shall be equally divided among the members, as shall also 
the manure. Pigs shall also be kept in such number as food can 
be found for them. 

12. The Benevolent Society of Lindfield, will advance the money 
for cows, and also for hay and straw for the cows in winter, 
likewise the rent of the gardens, and salary of the dairyman 
with all other necessary expenses. Interest will be allowed at 
the rate of four ^ cent, ^ annum ; the butter shall be sold, 
and the money for it paid into the hands of the Treasurer to 
the Benevolent Society, who shall carry it to the credit of the 
account. 

1 3. Each member shall be equally interested in the stock of cows 
and pigs, so long as he keeps up his contributions in money, 
and otherwise ; and in proportion as the debt to the Benevo- 
lent Society is discharged, a correspondent portion of interest 
shall cease. 

14. Each member shall be furnished with 40 Rods of land, which 
he shall keep free from weeds, and cultivate, or cause to be 
cultivated in the manner hereafter described, (which is calcu- 
lated to afford food for the Cows, both in winter and snmmer,) 
or in any other way, to the satisfaction of the Proprietor, or his 
agent, as farther experience may point out. 

15. The whole year of 365 days, shall be divided into 185 days 
of summer, and 180 days of winter. Every member shall, du- 
ring the 185 days of summer, beginning on the 20th. of fifth 
month, (May,) and ending on the 2l8t. of eleventh month, (No- 
vember,) make an arrangement with the dairyman, for the supply 
of twenty-five pounds weight of good green food ^ day, either 
cut grass, cabbage, yello^Mr beet leaves, or any other green food 
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which may be approved of, and it shall be the duty of the 
dairyman to reject snch food as may be thought not good 
enough. Every member shall, during the 180 days of winter 
beginning on the 21st, of eleventh month, (November,) and 
ending on the 20th. of the fifth month, (May,) make an arrange- 
ment with the dairyman for the supply of fourteen pounds of 
roots ^ day, either boiled potatoes, yellow beet root, turnips, 
carrots, or parsnips. 

16. If on account of the difference of crops, one person's crops 
are more forward than those of another, any arrangement may be 
made with the dairyman, so that every member furnish, during 
the 185 days of summer, 4,625 pounds of good green food, 
and during the 180 days of winter, 2,520 poundsof good roots, 
as before specified ; the dairyman keeping debtor and credi- 
tor account with each person. 

17. A dairyman shall be appointed at a salary to be agreed upon. 
His doty shall be, to take care of the cows and pigs, to collect 
the daily food for them from the gardens under the direction 
of the owners, to deliver to each member daily his proportion 
of milk at a certain hour to be appointed^ to divide the ma- 
nure into as many equal portions as there are members and 
deliver it to them as they shall apply for it, to make the 
butter and see that it is sold for the best price that can be ob- 
tained for it, paying the money regularly into the Society's 
account with the Treasurer of the Benevolent Society. He 
shall keep an acurate dairy Register on the Gravely plan, also 
clear and regular accounts, which shall be laid upon the table at 
every meeting of the Society. 

18. Every member shall be interested in the fund, in proportion 
to the number of shares which he subcribes for» A Regular 
Btibscription of six- pence ^ week, at the same time that the 
garden is kept up, shall entitle to one share, one shilling 
^ week, to two shares, and so on in the same proportion. 
When a Member dies, or withdraws, his interest in the Fund 
shall be valued, by one person to be chosen by bis representa- 
tive, and one person to be chosen by the Society. These two 
choosing a third, the valuation thus fixed upon shall be final, 
and the amount shall be paid over to the legal representative. 

19 When the list of original members shall be filled up, all future 
members must be proposed at one regular meeting of the 
Society, and balloted for at the next. No one can be admitted 
unless he have two thirds of the votes in his favour. The 
person so elected must pay the value of his share, at the 
time of his admission, he shall also sign the rules and regula- 
tions, and be expelled from the society if he break them. 

20. When the Society shall have paid off its debt for the cows, 
pigs^ &c. and thus have realized its property, an account 
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shall be made op of the surplus every qaartrr of a yoar. Tlie 
amooat due to each member shall be pldced in his name in a 
savings bank, and be at his disposal. 

21. Those who shall have conformed to the rules of the Societj, 
and cultivated their quarter of an acre well, will be allowed to 
hire an acre of Groond upon the same Estate, to be cultivated 
half in Potatoes, and half in Oats. 

22. At the meeting of the Society in the 11 th Month, (November) 
six prizes will be distributed to those Members who shall have 
produced the greatest weight of Green food and roots, of good 
quality, from their quarter of an acre, and shall also have con- 
formed to the Rales and regalations of the Society. 

First Prize 20 Shillings. 

Second Prize 12 Shillings. 

Third Prize 10 Shillings. 

Fourth Prize 8 Shillings. 

Fifth Prize 6 Shillings. 

Sixth Prize 4 Shillings. 

The forty rods shall be cultivated as under, the rotation of crops 
being changed every year, except in the case of the artificial grasses. 
8 Rods, Potatoes. 8 do. Artificial Grasses, 

4 do. Turnip-rooted Cabbage. 4 do. 
6 do. Swedish Turnips. 6 do. 

1 do. Carrots. 2 do. 

1 do. Parsnips. 



Yellow Beet 

Cabbage. 

Chiccory. 



i«taii 



^m^ 



Potatoes 



9 

Grass. 



17 
T. Cab. 



2fi 
Swd Ts. 



33 
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2 
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10 
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18 
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3 
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11 
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19 
T. Cab. 



26 
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34 
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27 
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35 
Cabbage 



4 
Potatoes 



12 
Grass. 



20 
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28 
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36 
Cabbage 



5 
Potatoes 



13 
Grass. 



21 
Yel. Bt. 



29 
Swd Ts. 



37 
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6 
Potatoes 



14 
Grass. 



22 
Yel. Bt. 



SO 
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Grass. 
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Yel. Bt. 
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Carrots. 



39 

Chic. 



8 
Potatoes 
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Grass. 
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Yel. Bt 
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Parsnips 



40 
Chic. 
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In all cases where practicable ^ the Cottage must be placed 
upon the Land, on account of the facilities it will afford for the 
accumulation and application of manure, a subject of the highest 
importance* In cases however where that is not possible, I have 
let out single acres with very good effect; It will answer the pur- 
pose of taking the superfluous quantity of labour, (where it really 
exists,) out of the market, and of jaising what is left to its just 
standard. 

The circumstances of the Parish of Lindfield are alone suffi- 
cient to prove the necessity of such an association as that now 
established for the County of Sussex. Many able-bodied labour- 
ers, who are relieved by that Parish on the plea that they cannot 
get work, are at the same time employed by the Farmers and Per- 
sons connected with the repairs of the Roads, and at very low 
wages, sometimes not more than a shilling a day. An investigation 
has recently taken place into th« sums advanced by the Parish of 
Lindfield for one year, ending at Lady- day, 1831, which shews 
that something more than twelve hundred pounds have been charged 
for 21 5 paupers, and of this amount, £556 are charged as re- 
lief to upwards of 100 able-bodied persons, that is, almost ex- 
actly ^5 ^ head ^ annum for each able-bodied Person. 

If the plans now recommended were adopted by the Parish, 
not only this amount might be saved, but a much larger sum. 

As the beginning of an attempt at Reform in this Parish, certain 
Resolutions were proposed and adopted, in full vestry, on the 27th 
of November, 1830, the Earl of Chichester in the chair. 

The object of them is to recommend the appointment of a com- 
mittee to investigate cases more accurately than can be done at the 
vestry, to see that regular accounts be kept, to prevent abuse of 
the funds, and to provide Land on which to employ persons who 
cannot get work, and to advance a small capital for seed &c. to be 
repaid out of the crop. 

The plans recommended in these resolutions however, have not 
yet been acted upon, except by ourselves, but we have no doubt but 
that when the value of them is seen by the result of what is now do- 
ing upon Gravely and Penn's Estates, they will be duly appreciated 
and universally adopted. 

As one great object of the Association is to diffuse widely, a 
knowledge of all hints and plans calculated to benefit the labourer, 
and especially ^/flK;^«, and the results of experiments^ I beg to submit 
some extracts from an able Pamphlet, entitled ^^ A Peasant's voice 
to Landholders," by John Denson, of Waterbeach, near Cam- 
bridge; he has had large experience in spade husbandry, and is 
well qualified to give advice on this important subject. 

He thus speaks of his situation in life : — 

*' It first consisted of a cottage, with about thirty poles or rods of land attached 
to ity which I occupied for twenty years, and for which I gave £6, a year, and 
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paid rates. In the early part of this period, I applied myself to the operation 
of husbandry, as reapinsr, mowing, hoeing turnips, &c. ; but as 1 soon made my- 
self conspicuous as a gardener, I shortly got plenty of work in that line. From 
going out as a jobbing gardener, and from the profits arising from my small gar- 
den, I continued, though with difficulty, to support myself and family,' eicept 
on one or two occasions, when for a few days I had to work at the gravel pits; 
and I can assure my readers that, setting aside the degrading necessity of it, it 
is not very pleasant to work at them in cold weather, with a hungry belly, and 
a growling overseer to visit you. 

Oa the enclosure of the parish, he hired an acre and half of arable 
land at £6 a year ; on one part of which he grew potatoes, on the 
other part wheat alternately. 

" Some few years after this, my father furnished me with an allotment of land, 
containing about three roods, which I planted with fruit trees, &c., and on which 
I built a double-tenemented cottage. Here I resided, until nearly four years since, 
when I lost my affectionate father, who died at the age of -eighty-five years, 
and who cultivated his garden until within a few days ofnis death. By his testa- 
ment, I am now the proprietor of the house in which I was born, and now reside ; 
of the cottage 1 built, and of about three acres of land ; which is all that I now 
occupy. In the way I cultivate my land, I pay upivards of £20 a year for labour ! 
10s. annually for land-tax, about as much for poor's rates, £\ 7s. for insurance 
from fire, 2s. quit-rent, and 4s. drainage tax : yet, notwithstanding these deduc- 
tions, and although myself and partner are growing old and infirm, we are able to 
get a good living and pay our way. Did I neither possess these resources, nor 
occupy any land, it is probable I should, like many who are thus circumstanced, 
be now dependant on the parish funds for a miserable existence. 

The property being copyhold, he had to pay a fine' of £53, 
besides other expenses, which cost him a straggle of nearly three 
years. He is of course, a decided advocate for spade husbandry, 
and states that Faller of Gateshead, Newcastle, in consequence of 
adopting this mode, procured from 60, to 76 bushels of wheat ^ 
acre, from land which yielded by ploughing, only about 24 bushels. 
The use of the spade and sedulous attention to manure, will do 
wonders; some farmers have allotted land on condition that the 
labourer should find seed and work it, yielding to the farmer half 
the crop, as a compensation for his land, which is left in an excellent 
condition for wheat, and though he considers these terms rather 
hard, he observes : — 

*' My neighbours are pleased with the share of the produce, and I participate 
in their pleasure ; they inform me that they have not lost an hour's work, save 
the time that it took to take them up, the rest has been done at their leisure hours. 
My object is to prove to you what a kind hearted landlord may do when he steps 
forward in the behalf of the labourer. Now, in the above instance, the rate of 
produce, taking it at the report of the labourers themselves is not less than 400 
bushels ^acre, and allowing them to be worth one shilling ^ bushel, (and they 
are not worth less) a crop is produced worth ^20. From this sum, deducting £b 
for seed-potatoes, and the ordinary rent of the land, there will remain £\b for 
labour. Thus you see that an acre of land to a labourer, cultivated at leisure 
hours, by himself and family, would be worth £\b a year, or more than he gets 
for half a year's labour. Then away with the idea of the necessity of relieving 
or of making up the wages of able-bodied men out of the poor's rates, in agri- 
cultural districts. 
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Of the state of the agricultural labourer in some counties of Eng- 
land at the present moment, he speaks thus : — 

** Now let us take a view of a labourer, with a wife and an infant family of 
four children, whoiie earning^s amount to ten shillii^R ^ week. To make it up two 
shiUinifs ^ head, he has to apply to the overseer with a certificate from his em- 
ployer, air to the amount of his earnii]|ps. Now, after degrading him by the 
necessity of the application, and the further aggravation, that his word is* not to be 
taken for two shillings, let us see how it will support his family. If we allow two 
shillings and sixpence a week for fireing, soap, thread, and several indispensable 
articles, there remains but little more than two-pence half-penny ^ head a day 
to support them ! ! t Let us now follow him to his labour ; see him with his mis. 
erable pittance of bread, igo perhaps two or three miles to his work, frequently 
in the severest weather : his meal-time arrives — not a drop of small -beer to wash 
down his homely repast, or fire io warm his frozen limbs. Night arrives — he re- 
turns to his cottage, which ought to be the abode of cheerfulness and comfort, 
but to participate in the wretchedness of his family. 

But the same man with a small quantity of land, might live in 
high comfort, and our author says, that he could mention several, 
that have brought up their families and paid their way entirely on 
the produce of two or three acres. He is clearly of opinion, that 
the quantity ought not to be less than one acre ; he says however — 

** I well know that a smaller portion would be of service to him, but I wish to 
see him fully in possession of the means of employing himself and family at their 
leisure hours, in which I include broken and wet days, and when his employer 
has not any thing for him to do. I wish to see him in possession of the means of 
providing plenty of vegetables for the consumption of his family, of keeping a 
pig, of benefiting bis land, and of providing for his wife and himsdf tchen they are 
fast active employment : and I wish that such land, where it is practicable, may be 
attached to his cottage ; and that he may become the immediate tenant of the la-nded 
proprietor, without the risk of his being raised in his rent. He would shortly de- 
tach a few poles or rods, (and a very few would be sufficient,) for the growing of 
fruit, such as gooseberries, currants, codlins, &c. which articles, cheap as they are 
at present, neither his wife nor family tastes. Whence, doubtless, the frequent 
robberies of gardens and orchards, the indulgence of which propensities, perhaps, 
not unfrequendy leads to greater crimes. To those who consider the management 
of an acre of land, on the plan that I manage mine, and that I recommend to 
others, as being more than they can manage without interfering with their occu- 
pation as day-labourers, I beg leave to remark, that when the principal crop of 
potatoes is taken up for winter consumption, the land is left in excellent condition 
for the reception of wheat, without any additional cultivation, and that an indiffer- 
ent hand at dibbling could, with the assistance of his wife and children, deposit 
the seed-wheat in less than a day : it would then require no further attendance 
until the Spring ; his wife and children would then clear it from weeds ; after 
that it WQuld want no further attendance until ready for the sickle, and an active 
woman would then cut it down in a day ; so that he would have nearly the leisure 
hours of twelve months to manage the remaining half acre. And when it is consi- 
dered that the afore-mentioned labour would furnish him with corn to support 
himself and his family the greater part of the winter, fuel for his oven, litter for 
his pig, manure for his land, and the means of changing his crop, (which is always 
necessary to ensure a good one,) I think they will agree with me that an acre of 
land is necessary to procure him the above-mentioned advantages, and that it 
would not materially interfere with his occupation as a day-labourer. 

" I have alternately planted my land with wheat and potatoes ; I believe this 
is my fifth crop of wheat, and if I may judge from its'present appearance, it is 
likely to be the best crop I have yet had, notwithstanding six or eight rods of 
my wheat plants were totally de*«troyed early in the spring by the wire worm. 
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To supply thin deficiency in my crop, in the month of April, 1 drew pUiil> from 
where 1 thonght I coald best spare them, and transplanted them to fill up' die 
vacancies occasioned by the depradations of the wire worm. Some of my nei|fh. 
hours laughed at me, others told me it would not grow, but 1 have the pleasure 
to know tliat I have no better cum growing than that which was thus traits- 
planted. 

'* Though the manner in which I manage my land is that which w^old loa*>t 
interfere with the labourer's usual occupation, it is well known that even fit* I i 
land at a distance from home could he made a great deal more productive. And 
if it be admitted that there are more labourers than are necessary for the manlike, 
ment of agricultare on its present system, it will be allowed that any plan th;<t 
increases the produce of land, and a demand for labour, mast be beneficial to 
the landlord, the labourer, uid the country. 1 shall endeavour to make the prjic- 
ticabiUty of making land move productive, and of its consequent beneficial eUecU, 
as clear to you as 1 can by supposing that 1 had the means of summering a cow. 
In that case, immediately after housing my half acre of corn, and clearing my 
lapd of the stubble, I would get a neighbour to plough it, and sow it with rye. 
JVow whether I feed it off, or dig it in, when I dug up my ground to prepare it 
£or potaiaea, it could not fail to benefit my land, 1 would then, in the latter 
end of March or beginning of April, plant it with potatoes thick in the row9y and 
the rows tit three feet distance from each other, (perhaps the best way of plant- 
ing them in all cases.) f have a sort that are of good quality, very productive, 
raabul\ittle to straw; the straw of which is now dying and the crop will be 
ready to take up immediately after harvest. Between thof^e rows of potatoes I 
would plant, in the month of June, from a seed-bed, rai^d for thnt purpose, 
plants of the cattle-cabbage. These would not injure the potatoes, nor the po- 
tatoes injure them ; and by the time that the leaves of the plants began to spread, 
my potatoes would be ready to take up ; the taking up of which would earth up 
and greatly benefit thecabbngefl. If I bad a gon<l crop (and I should have every 
reason to anticipal^ a good one,) it would be impossible for my cow to consume 
one half oif them. A neighbour of mine who had his plants of me, planted three 
roods of csbbagea lust year, the produce of which principally supported six cowa 
and a bull the gc^test part of last winter ; and he informs me that half an acre 
of cabbage .wpal4 QtieM as much food as three cows could consume in a winter, 
with the addition of a very little dry meat. As a further proof of the value of 
them to cattle, 1 am credibly informed that they were sold at an adjoining village 
at the rate of ^40 ^ acre, last winter. 

" But to proceed : — My crop of cabbages woold be off the ground in sufficient 
time to dig up my ground to plant with wheat from a leed-bed, or sow with Talavera 
wheat, (1 prefer the transplanting.) Thus you will readfly perceive the prac- 
ticability of my having a crop of rye, to feed off or dig in for -manure ; a full 
crop of potatoes, a fiUl crop of cattle-cabbages, and a crop of wheat planted, all 
on the same land in little more than twelve months. In short I am convinced 
that a sober active man eould keep a cow, a breeding sow, a good fat hog in Vie sty, and 
grow plenty of com and vegetables for the consumption of his family , and pay rent, rates, 
and taxes, from the produce qf three acres of land. 

Were the landed proprietors, says he, to let the daj-laboarer have 
an acre of land attached to his Cottage, we should have no more of 
pauperism and poor's rates. Mr. Malthus might then burn his books, 
and Mr. Scarlet his check population bill, and then might Englatid 
be once more a happj and prosperous nation. 

He gives the following useful hints for the construction of cot- 
tages ; — we would observe only, that there ought never to be less 
than three sleeping rooiAs, beside a sitting and work room. 

" After a labourer has dug a sufficient quantity of clay for his purpose, he 
works it up with straw, he is then provided with a frame eighteen inches in 



length, six deep, and from nine to twelve inches in diameter. In this fram6 he 
forms his lumps in the same manner that a hrickmaker forms his hricks ; they 
are then packed up to dry by the weather ; that done, they are then fit for use, 
as a substitute for bricks. In laying the foundation of a cottage, a few layers of 
bricks are necessary, to prevent the lumps from contracting a damp from the 
earth. The fire-place is lined, and the oven is built with bricks. I have known 
cottagers, where they could get the grant of a piece of ground, to build them for 
themselves; they cost from £15, to jg*30. I examined one that was nearly com- 
pleted, of a superior order ; it contained two good lower rooms, and a chamber, 
and was neatly thatched with straw. It is a neat warm, firm building, far supe- 
rior to the one I live in, and my opinion is, that it will last for centuries. The 
lumps are laid with mortar, they are then plaistered, and on the outside are rough 
cast which is done by throwing a mixture of water, lime, and small stones against 
the wall before the plaister is dry, which gives them a very handsome appear- 
ance. The one I examined cost ^33, and took nearly 1000 lumps to com- 
plete it. I believe a labourer will make that number in two days ; the roofs of 
cottages of that description are precisely the same as when built with bricks, dr 
a wooden frame. Cow house, sheds, garden walls, and partition fences are formed 
with the same materials, but in all cases the tops are covered with straw which the 
thatchers perform in a very neat manner. 

Having shewn the practicability of employing more than double 
the present population to the advantage of every class of the com« 
m unity he says, 

" I now proceed to record a fact, which will tend to exemplify the beneficial 
results from small farms, and partly to prove that large ones cause, and have 
caused, the principal part of the present affliction of the country, and that they 
would continue to afflict it, were rents and taxes reduced to-morrow. 

** About three miles from Cambridge, on the road to Ely, stands the Parish of 
Milton, a neat little country village. The soil of the high land thereto belong- 
ing, is a light gravelly loam, which on an average proportion, at the present 
price of produce, is worth less by one pound per acre per year than the high 
land of the parish wherein I reside. The whole of the land belonging to Milton, 
including the manor, is not more than one thousand two hundred acres. Now, 
" I pray you mark" — on this small portion of land there are not less than ten 
farms \ the largest of which, 1 believe, (for I am not certain,) does not contain 
more than one hundred acres ! Smaller portions, of from a rood to perhaps eight 
or ten acres, are in the possession of individuals. Two of the farms are in the 
occupation of farmers of Waterbeach, and another portion of land is occupied by 
one or imore persons at Landbeach ; notwithstanding which deduction, the resi- 
due has fully maintained in comfort a population of between three and four 
hundred souls ! and pays a rent of from two to four pounds an acre I ! and three 
hundred pounds a year in direct taxes ! ! ! yet there is no redundant population I 
And though not less than ten families get their bread by husbandry and reside in 
the parish that do not beiong to it, not one man, who is able to do any thing, is out 
of employ at this the deadest season of the year ! 

The writer shews that the consequences of bettering the condition 
of the agricultural labourer would be beneficially felt through all 
the ramifications of society. 

** I conceive it, says he, to he the interest of the landed proprietor to devote the condition 
of the labouring dass ; for if the labourer could he enabled by his industry to assist the 
manufacturer, by purchasing more of the artides that would contribute to his comfort, he 
wofddfby sudi means, enahle the manufacturer to he better. aUe to assist the agrieulturistf 
and with regard to artides of commerce, the result would be the same; for if they could 
afford it, they would, by their numbers being greater, purchase ten times the quantity that 
is now purchased, whicKwovld be for the mutual benefit (f every dass in society. 
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The worthy author in a letter which he addressed to me dated 
November 15th^ 1830, speaking oT the allotments of Land to the 
Poor in his neighbourhood and the effects of it, says : — 

*^The quantity of land is this year increased to 40 acres, an acre to each per* 
son ; during the eight years the labourers have been in possession of their respec- 
tive half acres, not one shilling has been lost in rent ; the land is very much 
improved, and not one of the occupiers has been guilty of a breach of the public 
peace, nor of injuring the property of his neighbour. They have collectively at 
this time, probably not less than 1000 bushels of potatoes covered up in their re- 
spective allotments in the open field for winter consumption ; yet they are all as 
safe as if they were under lock and key. One of the occupiers this year, grew as 
fine onions on a portion of his half acre as I have seen this season. Onions are 
scarce,' and a tempting object to those who have not the means of purchasing, yet 
they were safe ; I took four of them to the last Cambridge Horticultural shew to 
exhibit, which obtained for him from the society a Cottager*s prize. 

If as I have shown, a good and sufficient Cottage can be built for 
^70, and that standiner on an acre and a quarter of ground, it might 
be let for half a crown ^ week, or £6 10s. ^ annum ; who that has 
Land and the means, would hesitate to provide for the happiness of 
his labourer. Do not the facts which I have brought forward prove 
to demonstration that Land owners have it in their power to diminish 
most materially that mass of misery under which many parts of the 
Country now groan ? — Let us then perse veringly employ all the in- 
fluence we may possess to endeavour to prevail upon the public spiri- 
ted among them to adopt measures in which they, as well as the 
Poor are deeply interested. Let them see that every Cottage has a 
sufficient number of sleeping rooms, three at least, and above all that 
it has an acre and a quarter of Land attached to it. Let them see, 
in their respective Parishes that workj and not money be given to 
able-bodied Labourers who may apply for relief — that the Rate pay- 
ers be furnished from time to time with a printed account of the 
sums received from the rates, and the names of all the parties upon 
whom the money is expended, together with the amount paid to 
each — and let them to the utmost of their power, discourage and 
put down every thing which tends to the demoralisation of the poorer 
classes. 

In proportion as these patriotic and Christian exertions are multi- 
plied, in that proportion will the strength and happiness of our coun- 
try be increased. We do not so much want legislative enactments 
as a union among the rich and powerful in the promotion of the ob- 
jects now stated. 

I remain, ^ 

Yours Respectfully, 

W. ALLEN. 

Paradise jRozd, Stoke Newington^ 
5th of 7th Month, (July) 1831. 
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A LETTER TO LANDLOKDS AND FARMERS. 

Whenever there exists one chief prevailing cause of any great 
evil, it is apt to attract so much attention to itself that other causes, 
by ito means unimportant — causes too which might easily be re- 
moved or modified, are either disregarded altogether, of are not 
considered as they ought to be. It is owing to this, probably, that 
80 little consequence, as it affects the condition of the laboufing 
poof, has been attached to the disuse of the good old cdstom so pre- 
valent formerly among the Occupiers of Land, of having a consider- 
able number of theif regular labourers to board and lodge with them, 
the inmates of their houses. The excess of popiilatiofft, rfs compared 
with the means of employing that population, under which the 
country is now suffering, is chiefly attributed, and justly, to the 
abused system of the poor laws, which has given every encourage- 
ment to early and improvident marriages ;• but this is not the only 
cause; and the change of the old system to which 1 have alluded 
has had a much more serious effect in encreasing the numbers of the 
poor than people are generally atware of. There is this advantage in 
discussing the question, that if it should appear to have had this 
effect, every farmer in England who has adopted the change may 
individually contribute in some degree to its remedy. 

This change of system occurfed during the time of high Rents 
and high Profits, a period when a great alteration took place in the 
character and habits of almost evefy class in society ; all were push- 
ed upwards in the scale, and many of the simpler customs of our 
Fathers were disused, being ill suited to the more fefined notions of 
their Sons. A curious proof of this alteration of manners is found in 
the way in ^hich persons of each class are struck v^ith and lament 
the change, as shown in the habits of those below them, though 
generally blind to the fact that any such change has occurred in 
themselves. Then it was that the occupier of land first felt the 
inconvenience of having his labourers to lodge in his house ; tfie 
custom was given up, a few only, generally speaking, being retained 
upon the old terms. The case of a young labourer, who under pre- 
sent circumstances must either live with his parents or friends, or 
find a lodging for himself, is generally an unfortunate OUe. tloiv 
frequently does it happen, that relations, under th^ most favoufabl^ 
circumstances of wealth and comfort, are unable to live long toge- 
ther happily. When poverty is their lot, and they straiten one 
another, the chances of dissension are of course much increased. 
The good feeling, which indispose^ a young man to be a burthen to 
his family ; and the b'ad feeling, which shows itself in differences 
and disputes ; those strong and almost universal principles of our 
nature, the desire of independence, and the confidence we feel in 
our own good fortune ; all tend, in the case of the young labouring 
man, to one result, his separation from home; he sets up for himself. 
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and takes a Iodising ; and then one of three things becomes almost 
certain ; he either betakes himself to the alehonse for society, or, 
which is generallj the case, he marries, or he does both ; in all 
which cases he is probably mined, and his fate as a pauper is almost 
certainly decided. Had he lived in his employer's house, it is pro* 
bable he would have escaped this misfortune ; he certainly would 
not have been more disposed to marry rashly and carelessly than 
other domestic servants usually are, probably not so much so, his 
thoughts and time being more occupied in labour. This, however, 
is a point which may be settled, not by reason, but by experience. 
Are those labourers who are still retained to live with their employ- 
ers as much guilty of the folly of marrying upon nothing as others ? 
They certainly are not; and the probability of such an act of folly 
is of course lessened in every case according to the degree of kind- 
ness with which they are treated, and the proper comforts they en- 
joy. Let it be remembered, too, that a foolish marriage, thus avert- 
ed, is not the escape from a misfortune by one or two individuals 
only. The delay of a few years in marrying, till a small fund has been 
saved' and provident habits acquired, may avert the calamity of pov- 
erty, and its attendant evils, not from the man himself only, but from 
hfs children, and his children's children, for generations. 

It should never be forgotten that the Labourer has a heavy claim 
upon the sacrifices and exertions of the Landlord and the Farmer, 
for they have created much of the evil which presses on him, by 
a careless and indiscriminate distribution of relief, during the time 
when high rents and great profits enabled them to be lavish. 
They broke down the feeling of independence in the peasant, and 
bribed him to become a pauper. Having thus depressed him, it is 
only an act of justice to do all that is in their power again to raise 
him. The sacrifice required in the present case is a trfling one ; 
it may be a sacrifice of some little pride and of some convenience — 
it may cost some trouble in the first arrangements. But if it could 
be acted upon in any parish in concert ; if the necessity of taking 
a certain number of labourers, according to the size of the farm, 
were agreed upon generally; if the landlord who occupies land 
would liberally set th^ example; if he would make it the condition 
of every new lease he granted; and above all, if the labourer 
were kindly and properly treated when so engaged, am I too san- 
guine in believing that the benefit to him would be incalculable, and 
the advantage to the occupier of land himself great and immediate ? 
that it would be soon shown in the Reduction of the Poor Rates, 
and felt ere long in the improved moral condition of the poor? Sure- 
ly too he would fiiid his reward for some additional trouble in having 
his labourers more under his own eye, and let us hope, attached 
to him in some degree by the relation which the very fact of being 
under the same roof may produce ; and can there be a doubt that 
the service which he will receive under these circumstances will be 
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far more valuable than that which is rendered under the present 
condition of things, when his labourer is too often the occupier of a 
wretched pauper tenement, filled with ragged children who des- 
troy his fences for fuel, while the father poaches on his fields for 
game, and when the weekly pittance being given, partly as wages 
and partly from the poor rates, is received with no other intent 
than that of returning for it the smallest possible quantity of labour. 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
Tunhridge Wells, May 3rf, 1831. A MAGISTRATE. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. 

Gentlemen, 

Having witnessed the greatest inconvenience arising from 
a want of method and regularity in keeping Parish accounts, I ven- 
ture through the medium of this report to submit the following plan 
as practised in the parish of Falmer, in this county, which appears 
to roe the best with which I am acquainted. 

Whether this or any other method be generally approved, I feel 
persuaded that a public benefit would be obtained by compelling 
the adoption of one uniform system through a county or division. 

The power at present possessed by the Magistrates of refusing io 
pass the annual accounts, is some check upon the overseer's g<^Xt\ug 
the Parish into debt, but scarcely any upon the misapplication of 
the Rate. 

The surest and most obvious mode of preventing this latter abuse 
would be to secure the accounts being kept in so clear and detailed 
a manner, that every rate- payer might readily comprehend every 
item of expenditure by referring to the Parish books. 

The following is a description of the Falmer books : — 

No. 1, is a common Overseer's Book, containing at one end a 
Dr. and Cr. account between the Overseers and the Parish, and 
at the other, the details of the Weekly Expenditure entered in the 
following manner: — 

(No. 1.) Weekly "Expenditure from June 9th» to 16th. 

Fol.» 
1 



5 
7 



A. B. 7 Days Board 

^Jane at Is. 7d. 

H. I. 7 Days Pay 

Bill for Cloth 

T. O. Vestry Clerk's Office . 



£. 


8. 


D. 




2 


3 




3 


H 




3 


6 


1 





H 


2 


13 





3 


2 



Total, 
Examined, H. R. Overseer. 

* The No8. in this Column denote the folios in the Paupers' Ledger, No, 2. 
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No. 4. is the Diet Book, in which the weekly consumption at the 
Poor-house is entered as follows, by the Superintendant, who acts also 
as Vestry Clerk. 



FAMILIES. 


Names of 
Children 
Dieted. 


• 




N 

i 


• 

1 


i 

p. 


Cheese, Id. 1 


No. of days. 


Amount to 

each 

Person. 


REMARKS. 


T. Blackffiore, 


Ann 


19 


2 


3 


26 


1 




7 


£' 


1 


7 
2i 






James 


26 


S 


3 


26 


1 


5 






2 




Widow Baldey, 


William 


38 


3 


6 


38 


2 


5 






3 


3 


• 


Widow Carter, 


Obadiah 


38 


3 


6 


as 


2 


6 






3 


4 






Geo^e 


34 


3 


6 


37 










2 


74 




T. Carter, 


William 


38 


3 


6 


38 


2 


6 






3 


4 






Charles 


S3 


24 


4 


38 


H 


5 






2 


8 




Joseph Jnpp, 


Mary 


19 


2 


3 


26 


1 








1 


7 




WilUam PetUt, 


John 


^6 


2 


3 


26 


1 


6 






2 


3 






Richard 


36 


2 


3 


26 


1 


6 






2 


3 




T. Lulham, 




45 


3 


6 


38 


2 


6 






3 


7 




W. Hayler, Sen. 




38 


3 


6 


38 


2 








2 


1(X 




W. Hayler, Jun. 




38 


3 


6 


38 


2 








2 


iOi 1 




Abraham Wood, 




38 


3 


6 


38 


2 








2 


10, 




Henry Wood, 




45 


3 


6 


38 


2 


6 






3 


7 




Thomas WaUs, 




45 


3 


6 


38 


2 


6 






3 


7 


1 


Susan Walls, 




33 


24 


4 


32 


H 








2 


3 


\ 


Widow Wans, 




26 


2 


3 


12 


1 








2 


9 


1 


Caroline Walls, 




19 


2 


3 


26 


1 








1 


7 




Stanmer Parish, 


Sa. parlcer 


19 


2 


3 


26 


1 




• ■ 




1 


7 






Su. Parker 


19 


a 


3 


26 


1 








1 


7 






E. Parker 


19 


2 


. 3 


26 
689 


1 




1 




1 
15 


7 
94 




681 


«5 


98 


81 


67 


2 









£, s. d. 


Bread, 


34io loaves, 


8d. 


1 2 8i 


Meat, 


56ft. 


3d, 


13 9 


Suet, 


6ft. 2 oz. 


6d, 


3 I 


Flour, 


6 gal. 1ft. 1 OS. 


17d, 


8 8i 


Pease, 


7J pints, 




1 6 


Cheese, 


57d. 




4 9 


Salt, 






2 



£2 14 8 
Widow Halls, Jft. butter, ift. sugar, and 1 oz. Tea, 1 IJ 



^2 IS 9i 
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Affiled to the Diet Book are the foUowiof regvUtioos for the Poor house diet. 
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of flour is allowe 
times the childre 
sometimes boiled 
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No. 5, is the miaate book, in which the proceedings of the monthly 
Testries are regnlarlj entered. 

No. 6, contains a Dr. and Cr. account with each paoper for the labour 
which he does on the parish account. 

No. 7, is a sheet containing an abstract of the Annual Expenditure made 
out once in the year in the following manner: — 
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Abstract of Expenditure for the Maintenance of the Poor of the 



FAMILIES. 



Blackmore, Thos. 
Baldey, Widow 
Carter, Henry 

Carter, Thomas 

Jupp, Joseph 
Nell, Widow 

Pettit, William 

Pettit, John* 

Walls, Betty 
Moppath, Joseph 
Stevens, Henry 
Liilham, Thomas 
Hayler, W. Sen, 
Hayler, W. Jun. 
Wood, Abraham 
Walls, Thos. 2d, 
Walls, Widow 
Walls, Susan 
prown, Widow 
Biickman, Thos. 
Dlackmore, S. T. 
Harris, Widow 
llufrgett, William 
Meads, Thomas 
VoUer, Peter 
Walls, Widow' (Js) 
Wood, William 
Simmonds, Hugh 
Baldcy, David 
Baldey, Jesse 
Baldey, Edward 
Malls, Henry 
Carter, J(;hn 
Hook, Widow 
Walls, Thomas 1st. 
|jlackni(;re, John 
Bartholomew, W 
Baldey, John 
Wood, Henry 



o 
Ett 

u 

V 



1 

2 
3 



5 
6 



8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
S3 
40 
41 



Names 

of Childreu 

Dieted. 



5 James 
Ann 

William 
U)badiah 
( Georf>[e 

William 

[Charles 

Mary 

Mary 

Emma 

Lucy 
[.John 

Uichard 
S Elizabeth 
( Sarah 

Caroline 



No. 

of 

da>s. 



296 
357 
365 
365 
365 
365 
365 
365 
285 
301 
365 
23| 
]l9i 
119 
119 
256 
161 
365 
357 
365! 
365 
365, 
365 
351| 
365 



RELIEF IN 



FOOD. 



£acb Ferson. 



X. 

4 
6 
6 
4 
6 
6 
4 
3 

4 
4 

1 
1 



s. 

12 

6 

2 

7 

15 

18 

9 

11 
11 

6 
14 

5 
12 
12 



d. 
8 
6^ 
lii 
3 
6^ 



5 

o.i 



3 
31 

Si 



Each Faini]^. 



8 
6 
11 

17 

3 
4 

9 



o 



3 

o 

H 
9 
8 
S 
8 
9 
7 
5 



135 



s. 

19 

2 

2 

12 

11 
10 



5 



1 

16 

4 



n 

U 
U 

19 
2 
4 



13 



d. 

2i 

lU 

9i 



0^ 

8 

11 



10 
11 


lOi 

4 

4 

4 

3 

9h 

64 



lOi 



Clotbes. 



2 
1 
3 



2 



1 
I 



1 
1 



33 



8. 

7 
18 
13 

14 

3 
11 

2 

7 
16 

5 
3 



12 
16 
16 



15 
1 

10 




15 



13 



17 



d. 
24 

5i 

11 

7 
Oi 

Si 

3 

SJI 



4 

10 

4 I 94I 

13 * 

15 



I' 



5 
11 

4i 



44 
3 

7i 





34 







10 



41 



Parish of Falmerjfrom 25/A Marchj 1829, to ^iih March^ 183a 



REUEF IN 








1 




;«. 


\ 

1 
1 


















Total 


Ba»lH 


Aanalaet 














ExpcBdil 


ne. 


toDcda 


cL 


Bxpeadilva. 


Hi lilt I 


Money. 




Medical Aid. 
















^^l B.| 


d. 


^7 


8. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


JP. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


B. 


d. 


; £. 


8. 


"d. 




3l 


18 


7 














15 


5 





4 


1 





! 11 


4 







4 


5 


6 














12 


6 


9 


6 


4 


7 


6 


2 


2 




9 


1 


11 


- 












23 


18 


2 


9 


6 


6 


14 


11 


8 




1 


1 


1 














22 
5 


8 
14 


6 


12 


13 


8 


9 

5 


14 
14 


10 

74 




I 


4 


6 


1 


10 





3 








10 


16 


5?i 








10 


16 


«i 




4 


3 


8 














n 


U 


104 




12 


4 


16 


19 


6i 




1 




1 


































2 











1 





9 


5 


14 


7 








5 


14 


7 




9 


2 


6 


1 1 










14 





n 








14 





7* 




*/i 


9 


1 












5 


2 


8 








5 


2 


8 




4 




5 











8 


18 


8 








8 


18 


8 




1 


9 


3i 




6 


6 








12 





6 


7 


10 


1 


4 


10 


5 






3 

















8 


19 


li 




18 


1 


8 


1 


Oi 






4 


4 














9 
9 


8 
6 


9i 
6 








9 
9 


8 
6 


H 

6 




2 


9 


7 










% 




14 

1 
6 


1 

19 




3 
84 
11 


12 


9 


llj 


1 
7 
6 


11 

19 




3i 
11 




3 


18 


li 














3 


18 


24 








3 


18 


8i 




17 

















17 





94 








17 





H 




5 


4 


sh 














5 


19 


8 








5 


19 


8 




10 


8 


7 














10 


9 


10 








10 


9 


10 




15 


1 


n 


3 


9 





4 








24 





9 








24 





9 




9 7 


Oi 


1 


2 











11 


9 


oi 








11 


9 


Oi 




5 


4 


3i 














5 


4 


Si 








5 


4 


3i 




11 


10 





3 


1 


6 


1 


9 





16 





6 








16 





6 




1 


9 







11 











2 














2 










1 


2 

















2 


17 


34 








2 


17 


^ 




2 


2 
3 
5 







2 





6 








4 


2 
5 
5 


6 










4 


2 
5 
5 


6 






1 





0. 














1 














I 










1 








1 


14 
10 


6 
6 


4 


4 





1 
4 
1 

1 




4 

10 





6 
6 








1 
4 

1 
1 




4 

7 

10 




6 
6 




• 






3 


4 
2 


6 
6 


• 






3 


4 
2 


6 
6 








3 


4 
2 


6 
6 








4* 




5 


6 


13 






326 


5 

1 


6 
10 










5 
5 


6 




U IS 


18 


3 





13 


9 


&3 


16 


Si 


272 










Tot 


yerj contingenc 
jd ExDenditure. 


les. 


184 13 10| 






456 


19 


6 



43 



J. Pettit's 
family. 



J. Pettil's 
family. 




31 
30 

42 



n 

o 

a 

& 

6 

'■5 

a 
o 
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Brought over. 
Repairs to Parish House, 
Headborough''s Expenses, 
Orerseer's Expenses to London, 
Part of Expenses to Swan River, 
Maxfield's Bill, Bonnet, 
Hurly & Co. Banker's Bill, 
Wilkins Bill, White-washing, 
T. Osborne for Donkey, Garden, &c. 
Rent of Parish House, 
School Mistress Salary, } year, 
County Rate, 
Vestry Clerk's Salary, 
Messers Kell, Lawyer's Bill, 
Stationery and Postage, 
Sundry House Expenses, 
Expenses taking Ed. Boiling to Agriston, 
Expenses swearing Jas. Hunter to Parish, 
Interest on Loan, Hurly & Co. 
'Part of principal on Loan for removing 
J. P. & Family to Swan River, Hurly & Co. 
Whole contingent expenses, 

Total Expenditure, 



1 

20 



8 

6 

7 

53 

35 

8 

1 

20 



4 

15 



10 
7 

16 

2 

2 

4 

9 



10 

17 

2 

12 

12 

9 

1 

5 

3 

6 



64 

6 



2 
6 
9 


6 
8 
9 
10 

04 
04 

3 
9 
2 



Annual 

net 

Expenditure. 



i-. 

272 



5 



184 



456 



D. 

741 




A Register is also kept containing the names, ages, and description 
of each Pauper and his children. 

The vestry meets on the first Monday in every month when the 
accounts are examined and the parish business conducted in the fol- 
lowing order. 

Ist. The overseer takes the general rate book No. 1, and one of the 
principal rate-payers the ledger No. 2, and every article of 
expenditure is checked and ticked off as it occurs in No. 1. 
The Diet book No. 4, is compared and checked in the same man- 
ner, also the labour account. No. 6, and a small book for contin- 
gent expenses kept by the Super! nten dan t of the Work»house. 
The balance with the Overseers is then struck, and the necessity 
for raising a new rate ascertained. 
9d. The minutes of the last meeting are read from No. 5, and the 
orders which were then given for clothes, or relief are ascertain- 
ed to have been complied with and accordingly ticked off. 
3d. The applications from paupers are received and considered, and 
then any other business which may arise. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your Obedient Humble Servant, 

CHICHESTER. 
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TO THE COMMITTBE OF THE SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. 

Gentlemen, 

I sabmit the folio wing statement to joor consideration in 
proof of the economy and good effects of promoting the labourer's 
comforts, bj giving him opportunities of turning his industry to 
some account. 

G. Copper, a labonrer employed bj me upon my farm at Rotting- 
dean, applied to me to know what he was to do, as he had a wife 
and Camily of six children whom ho was not able to support. He 
had applied to the Parish for relief, and was refused it, in conse* 
qnence of his having a father, who was possessed of property to 
some amount. I told him that if he kept a cow, I thought he might 
do very well without relief. I enclosed a piece of land for him, 
opposite his cottage, about half an acre, with a flint wall, built a 
Cow-lodge and Pig pound, and a small dairy. The half acre of land 
was in good condition, and sown with Lucern and Oats, in the 
Spring of 1827. I found the cow, and ran any risk, as to calvin<r, &c. 

G. C. pays me £5 5s. a year for the cow and land, and as he has 
more manure than is required for the half acre, I allow him every 
year to plant potatoes in my wheat season, about 30 rods which have 
produced from 80 to 90 Bushels, which, with the assistance of a 
good garden, a part of which is planted with cabbage, finds every 
thing for the cow, except hay and straw, which he purchases of me 
at the market price. The calf has brought in something more than 
£4. and by selling the milk at 4d. ^ quart, he has brought up his 
family without any relief from the Parish. 

The Cow gives generally about 12 quarts of milk; half of which 
was usually sold, and the remainder made into butter, or used for 
the family and pig. 

His regular wages were as follows : — 

Day Work, 2s. — Thrashing Oats, is. Od. ^ Quarter. — Do. 
Wheat, 4s. — Do. Barley, 28. Sd. — Trussing Wheat Straw, Is. 6d. 
^ Load of 56 Trusses. — Barley or Oats, Is. 8d. — Raising Chick- 
ens, 4d. each. — Eggs, 3d. ^ Dozen. 

I am Gentlemen, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
Rottittgdean^ July ^9th, 1831. J. Ingram. 

The evidence in favour of letting portions of land to the poor 
is so plentiful and now in such general circulation, that the Com- 
mittee abstain from referring to the details or even to the general suc- 
cess of each individual experiment. They cannot however conclude 
their report without calling the attention of their readers to the 
following statements, made by persons whose well known character 
and experience claim for them at least the attention and respect 
of their Country. 



44 

Lord Suffield in a charge to the grand jury in Norfolk, which has 
since been published, makes the following observations : — 

** The only parish in my neighbourhood in which the poor^s rate has not in- 
creased enormously within the last 36 years, is one in which almost all the poor 
inhabitants have had small portions of land attached to their cottages. The 
rate here has in 36 years increased 4d. ^ acre, while in some of the parishes ad- 
joining the rate has been doubled and even tripled. — I shall extend this sj'Stem 
as speedily and as widely as possible on my own property. Last week I was much 
occupied in making such arotments. The quantity of land generally required is half 
an acre : labourers to ditch out the laud for themselves, the parish to dig the land 
and seed it once ; the parish to find a pig, which will cost from 8s. to 10s. to 
be repaid when the crop is sold. The rent at first to be the same as the last oc- 
cupier, (the farmer ;) the condition 1 exact is, that the pauper shall give up all 
claim on the parish for relief after the crop is sold. — These terms have been joy- 
fully accepted by every one to whom they have been proposed ; the banks are 
raised with a zeal and alacrity which it is delightful to behold ; and whence do these 
arise ? Simply from the circumstance that the men for the first time work on 
their own account.** Norfolk Chronicle, March 10, 1831. 

Lord Braybrook having given the plan a year's trial writes thus: — 
In the autumn of 1829, ray attention, was directed to the subject of cottage 
allotments, by the perusal of a pnper in the 41st vol. of the Quarterly 
Review, " Upon the Condition of the English Labourers, ** and a pamphlet 
by John Denson, of Waterbeacli, in Cambridgeshire, entitled. The Peasants' 
Warning Voice to Landlords,*' which contains much useful information. I soon 
came to the conclusion that there could be no harm in trying the experiment, and 
I issued proposals for letting small portions of land to the poorer inhabitants of 
Littlebury ; and the plan being approved by those for whose benefit it was in- 
tended, came into operation a few weeks before its adoption in the adjoining 
parish of Saffron Walden. The system has since excited general attention ; and 
I flatter myself that a short account of the proceedings at Littleburjr may not be 
uninteresting. The spot selected for the allotments was a portion of a very large 
field, in my own occupation, situated on a hill behind Littlebury church, and less 
than a quarter of a mile from the village. The number of holdings set out 
amounted to thirty-four, varying in size from thirty-one io forty-seven rods ; 
and the land being inferior in quality to that at Walden, the rent was fixed at 
three-pence per rod, and no demand was made for rates of any kind, and the 
parish is tithe free. The season proved very favourable, and the crops good and 
abundant. The rents were duly paid, and no instance of any complaint or im- 
proper conduct, has as yet occurred. The prizes given by me for the best culti- 
vated allotments, were awarded in October last, by three judges nominated by the 
occupiers ihemsdveSf to the following persons : 

William Rider - - - - 32 roods — 10 shillings. 
John Parish, sen. - - - 31 '* —7 " 
James Freeman - - - - S3 " — 3 *' 

*' Although no doubt was entertained of all the little tenants having been 
adequately remunerated for their labour, it appeared desirable, if possible, to 
attain, in the infancy of the system, such details of the outlay and profit, as should 
effectually prove its beneficial results. To further this object, the Vicar of Little- ^ 
bury, the Rev. II. Bull, who is always foremost in acts of kindness and benevd- 
lence towards his parishioners, and has, from the first moment, evinced a great 
interest in the success of these proceedings, undertook to make the requisite en- 
quiries from the occupiers, and drew out the following statement, Mr. Bull 
added, that the information was given without hesitation or reluctance, and that 
he believed it to be implicitly correct ; remarking also, that in his intercourse 
with the poor men during the investigaton, he heard nothing but pleasing expres- 
sions of satisfaction from them all. It was deemed unnecessary to apply to every 
individual, no particular selection having been made at the time of the enquiry ; 
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in proof of which, the names of the successful candidates for the different prises 
do not appear in the list : 



OUTLAY AND PROFIT, isao. 



OCCUPIERS. 



David Wright 

Joseph Senian 

James King ....... 

George Salmon 

James Rider.' 

James Carter 

Ralph Strange.... 
Richard Claydon... 
Henry Claydon. . . . 

Isaac King 

Martin Young 

James Reed 

Charles Andrews . . . 
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Expense 


14 16 8 



Return for Labour, £^7 15 4 

These results agree very much with the statements and profits obtained by cot- 
tage tenants in other places, as quoted in the Quarterly Review, and which, I con- 
fess, appeared to me, when I first read the paper, as extravagant, little thinking 
that they would so shortly be realized in my own neighbourhood. 

In conclusion, it should be stated that I have, since harvest, received many 
fresh requests for allotments in Littlebury, as well as for tlie enlargement of the 
original holdings, affording the best proof that the system works well, and is 
becoming daily more popular in the parish. Arrangements are now completed 
for accommodating every applicant ; due regard being paid to< setting out the land 
as contiguous as possible to' the cottages in those hamlets which are distant from 
the village. The quantity of the land apportioned in 1829 and 1830, is as follows : 
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From Michaelmas 1829, 
Increased since Mi-> 
chaelmas 1830, to^ 

The allotments vary from eighty to thirty rods. 

I am now engaged in extending the system to the neighbouring village of 
Wendon. 

I am, dear sir, yours, &c. &c. 

Bratbrooke. 



The ReT. S. Demainbray gives the following account in a work 
entitled " The Poor Man's Best Friend." 

'* In the year 1806, an inclosure was proposed in the parish of Broad Somerford, 
and a very liberal offer was made to me as rector, for an allotment of land in lieu 
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of tithes. But, conndering it my duty io attend to the interest of my poor 
parishioners, I did not consent, till I obtained for them the following condiiions, 
namely, that every poor man whose cottage was situated on the commons or waste 
lands, should have his garden, orchard, or little enclosure, taken from the waste 
within the last twenty years, confirmed to him; and that in case the same did 
not amount to the half acre, it should be increased to that quantity, by allotting 
a portion of land (suj£cient to make up the two rods, or half acre) to the rector, 
churchwarden, and overseer, for the time being, who should annually let the 
same to each poor cottager free of rent and taxes, by which clause the allotment 
was secured from alienation. The same kind provision was made by the lord 
of the manor for cottages held of him on lives. In addition to which, eight 
acres were allotted to the rector, churchwarden, &c. adjoining to the village, 
for the benefit of its poor inhabitants, to be annually allowed them, according 
to the number in their respective families ; and thus every man with three or 
four children was sure of his quarter of an acre, at the least. Very great be- 
nefit has been derived from these provisions. It in no way interfered with the 
poor man's labour for the farmer. At extra hours, and on days and half days, 
on which the farmer could not employ him, ample time was given for the culti- 
vation of his potatpe garden. But he did not long confine himself to the culti- 
vation of only one kind of agricultural produce; however small his portion of 
land, he could subdivide it, and have his crops in succession; but wheat and 
potatoes formed the principal ones: the poor man's mode of cultivation and 
manuring for the latter, always securing him the following year a good crop of 
wheat. Indeed, it was the common observation of the neighbourhood, that the 
poor man's crop never failed. Spade husbandry, and the constant and minute 
attention of himself and family, secured him an abundant crop, even when the 
farmer's was deficient. In this manner, the present generation of labourers in 
this parish may be said to have been brought up in habits of early industry and 
agricultural intelligence. As some showed superior skill and industry, or were 
burthened with larger families, small additional portions of land were from time 
io time let to them, as I was able to withdraw it from the hands of the larger 
farmers, to whom, at the time of the enclosure, it had been let on lease. 

** Seven labourers, each of whom had from 39 poles to 1 acre of stiff heavy 
land, raised thereon by spade husbandry in the year 1830, an average produce 
of 88 sacks, 1 bushel, of potatoes; and 6 sacks, 2 bushels, of wheat, ^ acre: 
and if we state in detail the poor man in account with himself, it would stand thus : 

The poor man in account with himself in raising an acre of potatoes 

in the Down Field. 







Dr. £^ 8. D. 
To digging an acre at 3d. ^ 

lug or perch 2 

Ten sacks of potatoes for seed, 

at 5s. a sack 2 

Four days at planting 

Ditto for a woman to help... . 

Ditto for a man hoeing 

Ditto for a man earthing up. . 
To digging up the crop so as 

the land may be fit for 

wheat or barley 1 

Expense of hauling dung. ... 1 

Rent of acre , free of all rates . . 2 



10 





6 





2 





6 





6 





16 


8 















jg>10 6 8 
Net profit to the poor man 7 6 4 

£17 13 



Cr. 

£. 8. D. 

By 88 sacks and 1 bushel 
of potatoes, at the av- 
erage price of 4s. ^ 
sack 17 13 



j^n 13 
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The poor man io account with hinKelftn ratMn^ an acre of wheat in the 

Down Field. 



Dr. 



£. ». ». I 



To 84 basheh of wheat for 

seed, at 7s. 6d. ^ ba«^he1.. 

To hoeing- an acre of wheat. . . 

To weeding ditto 

To reaping ditto 

To thrashing' out six sacks and 

two bushels 

Hauling dung 1 

Rent of acre, free of all rates 2 



18 


9 


5 





5 





7 
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9 















jp5 5 6 
Net profit to the poor man. ... 5 2 6 

£VS 8 



£. S. D. 

B]r three quartern and two 
bu-hei" of wheat, at the 
price of £Z 4«. a 
quarter 10 8 



jflO 8 



A asefal periodical published bjr the Labourer's Friend Societj 
contains various other statements of unquestionable authority to 
the same effect; and one maj conclude that the evidence given 
before the Committee of the House of Lords upon the poor laws, 
was equally favourable, since their chairman, the Marquis of Salis- 
bury publicly stated in his place, after that Committee had been 
sitting a considerable time, that one of the few practicable remedies 
for pauperism which they were unanimously disposed to recommend 
was that of letting small allotments of land to the poor. 

As however it would be inconsistent with the general character 
of this Society to recommend this or any other particular remedy 
to the exclusion of others perhaps equally effectual, the Committee 
now repeat their respectful but earnest solicitation for the aid and 
co-operation of all who have either information to communicate 
or influence to bestow in furtherance of the great and general design 
of the Society, the improvement of the condition of the labouring 
classes. 



The Society will at all times be ready through the medium of 
their Committee or agent to afford every assistance in their power 
to any parish or individual who may be disposed to appply for it. 

All letters to be addressed (post paid) to the Secretary of the 
Sussex Association, Lindfield, near Cuckfield, Sussex. 
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